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CAMPUS NEWS

FACULTY

feats

Foglesong

MEDIA MAGNET—George D. and Harriet W. Cornell
Professor of Politics Rick Foglesong found himself in the
media spotlight on numerous occasions last fall. The 21-year
Rollins professor, author of Married to the Mouse, was interviewed by a host of radio and television stations, both locally
and nationally. He shared with the public his viewpoints on
such topics as Michael Eisner's resignation announcement,
Disney contract negotiations and possible employee strikes,
and the 2004 election, including the presidential debates and
proposed Florida amendments.

DISTINGUISHING FEATURE—Associate Professor of Physics Thomas “Thom”
R. Moore, Associate Professor of Counseling Kathryn Norsworthy, and Professor of
Economics Kenna “Ken” C. Taylor have been named Cornell Distinguished Scholars
for excellence in teaching, research, and service. Moore has focused his interests on
acoustics, and his mentoring of undergraduates in acoustics research has produced
five published articles co-authored with students. Norsworthy has taken her commitment to social justice and multiculturalism to Southeast Asia, particularly Thailand,
where she has focused on projects to fight violence against women. Since 2000, she
has published nine articles about her work. Taylor has developed a national reputation
as a proponent of using games as a teaching tool. His students not only engage more
deeply in economic theory by playing these games, but they also learn the “street
smarts” of the discipline.
WRITE LIKE THE WIND—Connie May Fowler, Irving
Bacheller Professor of Creative Writing, was asked to write
an opinion column for The New York Times on the recent
hurricanes in Florida. Her column, which included her
observations of the Rollins community, appeared in the
Sunday, October 3 edition of the Times. Fowler, who is the
author of Before Women Had Wings, teaches creative
writing courses at Rollins and heads up the College’s
Winter With the Writers distinguished visiting authors
series. Her sixth book, The Problem with Murmur Lee (see
Fowler
p. 4), was released in January.
Professor of Philosophy and Religion Yudit Greenberg has published Wittegnstein
and Judaism: A Triumph of Concealment by Ranjit Chatterjee, the first volume in her
Studies in Judaism series. The book has been nominated for the Koret Foundation’s
Jewish Book Award.

NOTABLE quote
“In your time here, may you soar to the heights of your
own abilities, energy, and imagination.”
—President Lewis M. Duncan
Convocation Address, August, 2005
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SINCE last time
Rollins and Winter Park were mentioned in the
December 12 Boston Globe article “Mix money,
sunshine, add dashes of Europe…Northerners
planned this winter park” … In the November
issue of University Business, President Lewis
Duncan and Dean of Student Affairs Steve
Neilson were quoted extensively in the article
“Weathering the Storm,” which looked at the
College’s new Student Storm Tracker program,
communication efforts, and emergency shelter
operations employed during the fall hurricanes in
Florida … The Rollins Alumni Record was honored
with a 2004 Charlie
Award for Writing
Excellence at the
Florida Magazine
Association’s annual
conference for
“Farewell to Our
Favorite Neighbor,”
a memorial tribute
to Fred Rogers ’51
written by Bobby
Davis ’82 … Rollins received a 2004 Keep Winter
Park Beautiful Business Beautification Award for
the new Cahall-Sandspur Field and Barker
Stadium, dedicated Oct. 30 … Rollins hosted an
impressive lineup of notable guests, including:
intelligence specialist Raymond L. McGovern;
African environmental artist and activist Charles
Lugenga; recording artist Gavin DeGraw; Nobel
Peace Prize winner Betty Williams; Cameron
(Cam) Kerry, brother of Senator John Kerry;
and Thomas P. Johnson Distinguished Visiting
Scholars and Artists Michael Dirda, Pulitzer
Prize-winning author and
writer for The Washington
Post Book World; Dr.
Leonore Tiefer, feminist
activist and sexologist;
Rodger Kamenetz, poet,
essayist, and religious
Dirda
thinker; Barb Bondy, artist,
curator, and photographer; Alan Berliner,
filmmaker; and Tom “TJ” Leyden, reformed
neo-Nazi white supremacist activist and recruiter.

VIEW points

ROBERT HARTLEY ’91 ’01MBA

What book should every college
student read before graduating?

Class of 2008 Enters With Style
This year’s 486 freshmen comprise the strongest and most diverse class in Rollins
history, thanks to increased selectivity made possible by a steadily increasing applicant
pool. The Class of 2008 represents 351 high schools and 13 foreign countries and has
the largest minority contingent ever for a Rollins class (20 percent). Forty-four percent
of the freshmen are from Florida; 58 percent are female. This group of high achievers
includes winners of the Smith College and University of Pennsylvania Book Awards,
Southern Voices writing competition, U.S. National Math Award, Physics Olympics,
Venezuelan National Golf Championship, East Coast Equestrian Championship, and
World Junior Tap Competition. Among their more unique previous activities: living on a
boat with monks in France, being featured in Business First magazine, volunteering on
the African Queen Steamboat, and playing at Carnegie Hall.

Rollins Goes to Mexico
A group of Rollins students traveled to Mexico over winter break
to put to the test the lessons they
had learned in field study courses
last fall. The students, from
Associate Vice President of
Information Technology Les
Lloyd’s World Wide Web in
Mexico class and Assistant
Professor of Modern Languages
LES LLOYD
Gabriel Barreneche’s class The
Hispanic Experience: Service Learning In Mexico, spent a week in Mexico
teaching middle-school children and studying Mexican culture. Lloyd’s
students taught Web and computer skills, and Barreneche’s students taught
English to the Mexican children. said, “When I saw the kids, it was clear to me
that although their school was simple and the walls pretty bare, they loved it,”
said Rollins junior Kalindi Ramcharan ’06. “They were there because they
wanted to learn. What made it such an amazing trip is that I left Mexico
with such a feeling of accomplishment, seeing that I made a difference.”

There was a time when reasonable people
and reasonable nations could agree to
disagree. Today, we are so intent on making
others see the world as we do that we would
rather shout over their words than listen to
them. We have exchanged civility for
partisanship, individualism for ideology.
Before you graduate, then, please read John LeCarre’s The
Spy Who Came in from the Cold (1964), a dark study in
international intrigue. In the novel, a British agent finds himself
at the center of a daring double cross—or is it a triple cross?—in
which he is either the willing or the expendable pawn.
When you come to the end, ponder the hero’s defiant choice.
And think about the world around you, in which others’ views
are perceived not as opposing ideas, but as threats.
—Ed Cohen, Wiliam R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of English
(Appeared originally in the Sandspur, 2004)
Well, first of all, I’d like to say for the record
that college students should read. A lot. They
should read books that challenge them, books
that trouble them, books that disrupt their
comfortable pre-formed world-views and make
them see things slightly differently. This is
education—re-thinking, re-seeing, re-assessing.
Although I’m reluctant to choose any one book, certainly
Toni Morrison’s Beloved should shake any reader up a bit.
While this isn’t a book that I recommend reading outside of a
reading group or a class, if you can get through the first 50
pages, it’s stunning. Morrison creates an ethical dilemma: a
crime is committed that the reader is neither able to accept nor
condemn, and as a result is forced to walk a sort of moral
tightrope. Morrison is a brilliant writer and she creates a moral
problem within a specific historical context. Tim O’Brien does
this as well in The Things They Carried.
On a more accessible note, the stories “Waltzing the Cat,” by
Pam Houston, “Sonny’s Blues,” by James Baldwin, “Revelation”
by Flannery O’Connor, are all quick and fun to read, and might
actually make you think. Shakespeare’s Sonnet 138, “Do not go
gentle into that good night” by Dylan Thomas and “Tell all the
Truth but tell it Slant,” by Emily Dickinson have all rocked my
world. And Ishmael Reed’s “beware: do not read this poem” will
rock yours. (It’s online. Check it out.)
Great literature and a college education should mess you up a
little bit. If you leave Rollins exactly the same person with the
same world-view as when you started, then we have failed
you—or worse yet, you have failed yourself.
—Jill C. Jones, Associate Professor of English; Editor,
The Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Journal of Florida Literature

SPRING 2005
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ROLLINS readables
FEMINISM, FOUCAULT, AND EMBODIED SUBJECTIVITY
By Margaret A. McLaren
In her new book Feminism, Foucault, and Embodied Subjectivity, Margaret
McLaren, professor of philosophy and religion and coordinator of women’s
studies, argues that Foucault employs a conception of embodied subjectivity
that is well suited for feminism. The
book addresses the central questions in
the debate about Foucault’s usefulness
for politics, including his rejection of
universal norms, his conception of
power and power-knowledge, his
seemingly contradictory position on
subjectivity, and his resistance to using
identity as a political category. McLaren
applies Foucault’s notion of practices of
the self to contemporary feminist
practices, such as consciousness-raising
and autobiography, and concludes that
the connection between subjectivity and institutional and social norms is
crucial for contemporary feminist theory and politics.
Available in paperback for $24.95 and hardback for $60.00, plus shipping and
handling, through the Rice Family Bookstore, 407-646-2133

ROCKED BY ROMANCE: A Guide to Teen Romance Fiction
By Carolyn Carpan
In her new book Rocked by Romance: A Guide
to Teen Romance Fiction, Rollins reference
librarian and assistant professor Carolyn
Carpan explores the genre of teen romance
fiction, defining the genre, identifying its
notable titles, and providing librarians with
tips to help patrons find novels to read.
According to Carpan, teen romance fiction is
harder to identify than it used to be because
it has become mingled with other genres,
including fantasy, historical, humorous, and
issues fiction. Rocked by Romance presents
scholars with information supporting research on the history, content, and
reading of teen romance novels. It also provides an annotated bibliography of
titles organized by subgenres and themes popular in contemporary teen
romance fiction, including classics, contemporary romance, romance series,
issues romance, alternative reality romance, romantic suspense, historical
romance, and Christian romance.
Available for $39.00, plus shipping and handling, through the Rice Family
Bookstore, 407-646-2133

LISTENING LEADERS: The Ten Golden Rules to Listen,

THE PROBLEM WITH
MURMUR LEE
By Connie May Fowler
Part saga, part murder mystery, The Problem
with Murmur Lee, by best-selling author and
Irving Bacheller Professor of Creative
Writing Connie May Fowler, spins a mesmerizing tale about generations of women
on a small Florida barrier island and the
shadow of the past that touches their lives.
Murmur Lee Harp finds herself plagued by
dreams of snakes. Self-taught in the art of dream interpretation, she decides
this can only mean that she is about to come into money. But the dreams
portend something far more sinister, and as a new year dawns over the island
of Iris Haven, she is astonished to discover that she has drowned—but by
whose hand?—in the Iris Haven River. Grief-stricken and haunted by the
mysteries surrounding her death, Murmur Lee’s circle of friends sets out to
discover what really happened to her, and in the process they learn as much
about her failings and triumphs as their own. As for Murmur Lee—who lived
her entire life on an island named by her great grandfather in honor of
the Greek goddess who receives the soul of dying women—in death she
experiences her own journey as she is plunged into her familial past and
discovers the truth about who she truly is. With poignancy and humor,
Fowler weaves the voices of Murmur and her friends into a compelling narrative.
Available for $21.95, plus shipping and handling, through the Rice Family
Bookstore, 407-646-2133

Lead & Succeed

By Dr. Lyman K. Steil and Dr. Richard K. Bommelje
Associate Professor of Communication Richard K. “Rick” Bommelje
has released his first book, Listening Leaders: The Ten Golden Rules to Listen,
Lead & Succeed. It’s premise: outstanding
leaders are also outstanding listeners.
According to Bommelje, when leadership
is combined with good listening skills,
individuals, teams, organizations, and
societies thrive. Listening Leaders is based
on more than 50 years of Bommelje’s and
co-author Dr. Lyman K. Steil’s collective
work with successful leaders throughout
the world. The book outlines the definition
of listening leadership, why listening is the
most important skill for leaders, what
separates outstanding listening leaders
from less-accomplished leaders, and how to become a better listening leader.
Bommelje believes everyone can become a listening leader by using the
SIER Action Model of Listening (Sensing, Interpreting, Evaluating,
Responding). “When you embrace and engage the rules of highly effective
listening leaders, you, and the people you lead, will profit in extraordinary
ways,” Bommelje said.
Available for $29.95, plus shipping and handling, through the Rice Family
Bookstore, 407-646-2133
4
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C-SPAN Rolls into Campus

This fall, Rollins students, faculty, and staff had
the opportunity to tour a bus of a different color: a
45-foot C-SPAN bus that parked itself on the
Rollins campus for two mornings in September. A
“traveling studio” for television production and
community outreach, the bus is one of two
C-SPAN buses that together have spent more
than 2,600 days on the road since 1993, making
stops at more than 2,000 communities around
the nation (including all 50 states and state
capitals), all nine presidential libraries, and 1,592
cable companies. “I was surprised to learn that
C-SPAN has no star reporters,” commented Rollins
sophomore Shaniqua Law ’07. “They never edit
the news reports—they just let the cameras roll.”

TOP five
Top five Arts & Sciences
Elective Courses
in 2004-05
1. Literature and Experience
2. Death & Dying
3. Suicide & Depression
4. Small Groups & Leadership
5. Photography

Not a World Record, But Still Amazing
WPRK DJ goes for the Guinness
t 6:04 p.m. on Friday, January 21,
WPRK DJ Dave Plotkin achieved an
amazing goal: staying on the air for 110
consecutive hours in an attempt to break a
Guinness world record and to raise funds for
the Rollins radio station.
The WPRK Marathon attracted widespread
media attention and raised more than
$17,000 for the 52-year-old station. WPRK
plans to use the money for Internet
broadcasting and student scholarships.
By the end of the marathon, Plotkin, learning
facilitator for Rollins’ Upward Bound program
and a volunteer at the station since age 14,
had hosted dozens of celebrity guests, presented
more than 65 live musical acts, and showered
“on the air.” He was also interviewed by local
and national media, including the Associated
Press, National Public Radio, and Howard
Stern, as he vied for a place in the Guinness
Book of World Records.
Unfortunately, Plotkin learned that his
marathon will not be going into the book.

SOUND off
The following is a response to the Faculty
Viewpoints column in the Fall 2004 issue of
the Rollins Alumni Record. We welcome your
feedback on the magazine and its editorial
content. Please send your comments to the
editor at: mwismar@rollins.edu

KELLY RUSS

A

Although he had been in close touch with
Guinness during the months preceding the
Marathon, unbeknownst to him and others
working on the event, another man recently
achieved 120 hours on the air. “But here’s the
thing: It doesn’t matter,” Plotkin said. Yeah, I'll
still have the U.S. record, but the important
thing is we raised $17,000 for the station—
and people are still donating.”
Plotkin said he will attempt the record again
next year, if WPRK allows. He plans to complete 144 hours, or six full days, on the air. “If
anyone intends to break this record, they
should do it now,” he said. —Kelly Russ

NOTABLE quote
“I can think of only four universities…Rollins College in Florida,
Middlebury College in Vermont, the University of Michigan, and the
University of Chicago…that have shown an authentic interest
in contemporary creative literature.”
—Sinclair Lewis, Nobel Prize for Literature
Nobel Laureate Address, Stockholm (December 12, 1930)

Editor: I was offended by the “Viewpoints:
The Election” column in the Fall 2004
Alumni Record. Isn’t the Alumni Record
supposed to be for alumni? Isn’t it a “feelgood” magazine that keeps the alumni
emotionally connected to Rollins? While
one professor made some reasoned
points in his answers to your questions,
another was clearly bitter. What is gained
by publishing a one-sided political piece
in an emotionally charged election year?
However, the real question is: Why even
go there? You are not a news magazine,
nor an opinion journal. How do you further
the goals of your magazine by giving
professors a soapbox to preach about an
obviously contentious election?
Obviously this is America, and you can
write whatever you want. But did it occur
to you that this column was surely going
to anger 50% of the alumni readership?
This is an odd thing to do—especially
since: do alumni really care about the
views of these professors? Should we? Is
this magazine about alumni, or about
politics? If it’s about politics, at least do
interviews about the politics of the alumni.
I’m not attempting to run your
magazine. I enjoy the Alumni Record
and look forward to getting each issue.
Going to Rollins was one of the best
decisions I ever made. The people I met
and the lessons I learned at Rollins have
shaped my life in a very positive way. I
have only good memories of and feelings
towards Rollins…This is why bringing
contentious politics into the Alumni
Record seems so out of place.
—Allen Schaffner ’83
SPRING 2005

5

CAMPUS NEWS

THEN and NOW

Take a walk down memory lane and catch up on the current whereabouts
and activities of your favotite Rollins professors.

Charles M. Edmondson

Arnold Wettstein

President, Alfred University

Dean Emeritus of Knowles Memorial Chapel & Professor Emeritus of Religion

Charles Edmondson began his 30-year tenure at Rollins as an
assistant professor of history and went on to become the College’s
vice president of academic affairs and provost. “Charley,” as he was
known in the Rollins community, was regarded as an ally and mentor
to students, faculty, and staff alike. He received his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from the University of Mississippi, and his Ph.D.
from Florida State University. A Pew Fellow of International
Relations, he completed post-doctoral studies at the University of
Massachusetts, Stanford University, and the Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University. After 20 years in the history
department, including a six-month sabbatical at Wuhan University
in China, Edmondson became dean of the Hamilton Holt School
(1991-93) then vice president for academic affairs and provost from
1993 until his departure from the College in 2000. During his tenure
at Rollins, he was awarded three Arthur Vining Davis Fellowships for
his dedication to teaching excellence.
Today, Edmondson serves as president of Alfred University, a
private, nonsectarian university located in the rural foothills of the
Allegheny Mountains in western New York. With an enrollment of
about 2,400 students, including more than 2,000 undergraduates,
Alfred University offers degrees in art and design, engineering, liberal
arts and sciences, and business.—Ann Marie Varga ’82

As an undergraduate at Princeton University, Arnold Wettstein
originally thought he wanted to become a physician. However, his
belief that society’s most critical ills were “spiritual rather than
physical” led him into the study of theology. After earning his bachelor’s
degree from Princeton, Wettstein received a B.D. from Union
Theological Seminary and was ordained in the ministry in 1951. He
began his graduate studies at Columbia University, but left to serve in
the Navy chaplaincy and in churches in New York, Ohio, and Florida.
He then returned to full-time study at McGill University, completing
work on his Ph.D. that he had begun some years before at Columbia.
Wettstein came to Rollins College in 1968 to teach and assist in the
Chapel program. He taught courses in world religions, contemporary
religious thought, and religions in America, and he served as dean of
the Knowles Memorial Chapel from 1973-92. He was known in the
Rollins community as a patient counselor, insightful thinker, and
gifted teacher who motivated his students and excited them about
learning. During his tenure, Rollins presented Wettstein with numerous
awards, including the Arthur Vining Davis Award for teaching
excellence, the William Fremont Blackman Medal, the George
Morgan Ward Medal, and the Hugh F. McKean Award.
Now retired, Wettstein still resides in Winter Park with his wife,
Marguerite, and visits the campus regularly, attending lectures,
performances at the Annie Russell Theatre, and, his favorite: Tars
basketball games.—Ann Marie Varga ’82

“I am fortunate to have continuing contacts with many of my
former students. Perhaps for that reason, I share an alumnus-like pride
in the continuing development of Rollins College as an institution of
distinctive quality and growing stature. It was a great privilege to be
a professor for so long; but I increasingly suspect that I actually learned
more than I taught.”
—Charley Edmondson
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“I always believed it was important for students to look beyond
themselves by serving others. I led a number of service-learning trips to
third-world countries, which proved to be enriching experiences both
for the students and for me. More than a decade after retiring, Rollins is
still an integral part of my life. My favorite is receiving Christmas greetings from alumni—some with photos of their kids. Those lasting
friendships speak to the importance of the teacher/student relationship.”
—Arnold Wettstein

For the latest sports information visit

www.rollins.edu/athletics

S P O RT S S C E N E

Men’s Soccer—After claiming the Sunshine State Conference regular season
title for the first time in team history, the men's soccer team earned a bid to the
NCAA Tournament for the second straight year. Serving as the South Regional
host, the Tars won an overtime thriller in the first round before losing in the
second round. Rollins finished the season with a 12-4-3 record and ranked
13th in NCAA Division II. Junior Daniell Robertson was named SSC
Defensive Player of the Year and was a first team All-American selection, and
Head Coach Keith Buckley ’88 ’95MBA was named SSC Coach of the Year.

Wilkes achieves 400th career
win—Head Women's Basketball
Coach Glenn Wilkes, Jr. reached
the 400-victory milestone on
November 27 with the Tars’ win
against Francis Marion College
during the North Florida Classic. Head women’s basketball coach Glenn
Wilkes, Jr. with wife Kim Tayrien Wilkes ’89,
Currently in his 19th season as sons Wyatt and Van, and Director of
head coach, Wilkes was honored Athletics Phil Roach
for this achievement several days
later during the Tars' game against UPR-Rio Piedras at the Alfond Sports
Center. In 18 full seasons at Rollins, Wilkes has led the Tars to fourteen
20-plus-victory seasons, nine Sunshine State Conference Regular Season
Championships, and five SSC Tournament titles. He has been named SSC
Coach of the Year eight times and South Region Coach of the Year four times.

DEAN HYBL

Fall Wrap-up —Compiled by Dean Hybl

ROBERT HARTLEY ’91 ’01MBA

First-time SSC champion men’s soccer team with coach Keith Buckley ’88 ’95MBA (l)

Women’s Soccer—The women’s soccer team finished the season with a 10-7-1
record after reaching the finals of the SSC Tournament for the first time in team
history. The team advanced to the tournament finals, where they fell to the
University of Tampa 1-0.
Volleyball—The volleyball team wrapped up the season with a 20-14 record
and tied for fourth in the Sunshine State Conference with an 8-8 league record.

Grand Kick-off—The official dedication of the Cahall-Sandspur Field and Barker Family
Stadium, considered one of the top soccer facilities in the Southeast, took place on
October 30 as part of Homecoming Weekend festivities. (See story on page 16.)

Tar Spotlight

R

Tarah Benzel ’06:
Leaving the competition
in her wake

ollins water ski standout Tarah Benzel ’06 has
achieved sparkling success on the water. Not surprising
for someone who has been skiing since the age of 3.
Benzel’s parents, accomplished water skiers themselves,
owned a ski school in Groveland, Florida while Benzel was
growing up. Her early jump on the sport, combined with her
natural ability and intense passion to excel, catapulted Benzel
into a skiing career that has earned her both national and international recognition as a college student.
Benzel has been on the United States’ 21-and-under team
the past two years and boasts 11 national titles, earned either
individually or as part of a team. She won a gold medal in
jumping at the 2004 FISU University World Championships in
Balakova, Russia in September.
The junior sociology major, whose 3.9 GPA ranks her
among Rollins’ top student-athletes, helped lead Rollins to
Division II national championship titles in 2002 and 2003,

earning top overall honors and All-America recognition both
years. Benzel was overall champion at two meets this year, but
unfortunately Hurricane Jeanne got in the way of her team’s
chance at a third-consecutive national championship win.
Because of the severe weather, the College would not allow
them to travel to the regionals in Milledgeville, Georgia,
which disqualified them from competing in the nationals.
“That speaks to the credibility of Rollins’ philosophy that
while athletics is important, our student-athletes’ well-being
is more important,” Rollins Waterski Coach Marc Bedsole
said. “There’s no question we were disappointed that we
couldn’t compete this year, but our athletic director made
the right decision.”
After she graduates from Rollins, Benzel plans to attend
graduate school then become a family counselor. No doubt she’ll
land her career somewhere close to the water.
—Mary Wetzel Wismar-Davis ’76 ’80MBA
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In 1954, the unheralded Rollins College Tars
nearly won the College World Series, they were a

VERY BIG HIT
They’re old now, filled with memories of work and wives, kids and grandkids—and of
one magical season 50 years ago. Summer 2004 marked the
golden anniversary of Rollins rolling into the Midwest with 16
players, one coach, one athletic director/trainer, one set of
uniforms, and one red rally stick. Overnight, the Tars
became darlings of the ball.
It was 1954, when anything was possible. And
Rollins nearly proved it. The Tars became the smallest
school ever to reach the CWS—a distinction they still
own. Missouri ended their dream in the championship
game, but this is more than a story about a near miss.
Nobody in Nebraska had heard of Rollins, but
Coach Joe Justice’s team quickly won the affections of
fans who saw a little team that could. “When they
introduced the teams before the championship game,
the fans gave Missouri a nice hand. When they introduced
us, it seemed like the entire stadium stood up,” outfielder Davey
Robinson said, choking back emotion on the phone from his home in North Carolina.
“You can’t imagine what that was like for us.”

Clean living—and winning
The Tars had an eighth-year coach in Justice,
who was a former ballplayer himself and the
older brother of a Hall of Fame football player
(Charlie “Choo Choo” Justice). The only thing
Justice took more seriously than clean living
was putting together a team that could
win.…Justice was a three-sport star at Rollins
(Class of ’40) when the Tars fielded a football
team. After a stint in the Navy, he returned to
Winter Park and coached football, basketball,
and baseball, later adding dean of men to his
resume.
He etched his legacy as baseball coach.
Rollins made the NCAA Tournament from
1952-55 as Justice combined Southern charm,
a bevy of recruiting contacts, and a full
complement of scholarships into a series of
tight-knit powerhouses. The Tars played
annual series with Florida, Florida State,
Miami, and Stetson, plus games against bigname schools from the North and Midwest.
The secret came in the building.…“I liked
players who played other sports—good
athletes,” said Justice, 86, who resides in an
8
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assisted-living facility in Sanford. “I could
teach them to play baseball the way I wanted
them to play, but I wanted good athletes.”…
Fundamentals, not foolishness
When they arrived at Rollins, Justice’s
recruits discovered a 700-student liberal-arts
college in a town that personified Americana.
Winter Park had one drugstore and one
theater, and it was adorned with palm trees,
sugar cane, and all-brick streets.
Players joined one of two frats on campus,
but the coach tolerated little foolishness. Like
life, baseball was all fundamentals for Justice.
He wanted crew cuts and to hear “Yes, sir”
and “No, sir.” Cursing and chewing tobacco
were forbidden.…
Justice carved teams to think in the same
unconventional baseball terms that he did. “He
wasn’t an orthodox coach,” Nick Vancho
said.…“ He did things that would catch the
other team off-course. He played his hunches
and didn’t manage by the book. I think that
helped us.”

Not afraid of anybody
Long before ESPN turned the CWS into a
national event, the NCAA let all its schools
compete in the same division. Rollins took on
all comers.
In ’53, the Tars finished 22-9-1, narrowly
missing the CWS and setting the stage for
’54. Rollins marked its annual “Baseball
Week” by beating an Ohio State team that
had “Hopalong” Cassady, later a Heisman
Trophy winner, and future major-leaguer
Frank Howard. “We only played about 30
games a year,” Nick Vancho said, “but we
weren’t afraid of anybody. We expected to win
every game. We weren’t cocky about it or
anything, but we were good ballplayers and
we knew we were good.”
Rollins was the top team in Florida—
the media awarded programs “state championships” then—and upended Virginia Tech in a
best-of-three NCAA tournament series to
reach the eight-team CWS. It was the trip
of a lifetime.
The Tars took a two-day train ride to
Omaha, with a stop in Chicago, arriving to

Orlando Sentinel
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From an article by Alan Schmadtke,
Orlando Sentinel writer

find a field that included Michigan State,
Oklahoma A&M, Arizona, and Oregon.…They
started the CWS by beating Oklahoma A&M
(now Oklahoma State), and Missouri and
became the story of the tournament.
Rollins won Game 3 over Michigan State
and was the only unbeaten team left in the field.
But under the NCAA double-elimination
format then, the schools that met as thirdround unbeatens were forced to play an
immediate rematch. Michigan State dealt
Rollins its first loss, 3-2 in 10 innings. The Tars
won a draw and earned an automatic berth in
the championship. Missouri sent Michigan
State home in the semifinal.
It rained the following day, and Justice,
playing a hunch, reworked his pitching staff. He
picked Bill Cary to start the title game over Art
Brophy. Instead of pitching, Brophy played the
outfield so he could hit.
Brophy’s bat mattered little. Missouri held the
Tars to six hits in a 4-1 win in front of 7,810 at
Omaha Stadium. Rollins finished 25-8.
Later, Justice confessed that somewhere in the
dugout he had misplaced his red rally stick,

which he’d rattle around when the Tars needed
runs. “We should have won that game,” Justice
told the Omaha World-Herald several years ago.
“I made a mistake or two. I should have started
Art. And the thing that really hurt us was getting
that game rained out. You get used to playing,
and then we ended up having to sit around for
two days doing nothing.”
Well, not exactly nothing. Turns out some of
the Tars sat in their hotel room with a bathtub
full of beer. Justice, an honest man with no
assistants, didn’t have bed checks. He never
knew his players were getting a head start on
adulthood. “We could have been a bit better
behaved,” Butler said. “We were pent-up for
days and days, it seemed like. If he’d found out,
Joe would have hung us.”
After the CWS ended, there was no train ride
home for the full squad. Justice and his local
players came back to Winter Park, and the rest
of the team scattered for hometowns and
summer baseball. The seniors started the rest of
their lives.
The younger Tars could hardly wait for ’55. …
“We thought for sure we’d go back as juniors

and seniors, but we never got back,” Don
Tauscher said. “We had another great year, but
not like ’54.”
Justice and Rollins never returned to Omaha.
He retired in 1971 after 25 years coaching
baseball. He won 482 games and 12 conference
titles, with six postseason appearances.
The NCAA created Division II baseball in
1967, breaking away big schools from smaller
schools. Rollins eventually joined the Sunshine
State Conference, swapping Florida and FSU as
rivals for Tampa and Florida Southern.
The Tars went 35 years before reaching the
CWS again, in 1989, this time in Division II
under Boyd Coffie. And in a fitting bit of
celebration, the Tars qualified again in May
2004 for the Division II Series. They were
eliminated in the semifinals—a tough end to
the finest sports year in school history. Rollins
was sixth out of 282 schools in the Division II
all-sports standings.
“Our players talked about the College World
Series before the season ever started, saying 50
years from now they wanted their picture on
the cover of the media guide,” Rollins coach
Bob Rikeman said. “When we got there, you
can’t believe how well we were treated. That
experience made my life, and our guys will
never forget it.”
Tearful reunion
Of the boys of ’54, seven are gone: Bob
MacHardy, Don Finnegan, Art Brophy, Freddy
Talbot, Harry Menendez, Jack Powell, and Al
Fantuzzi. The ones who remain have scattered,
though some of them make occasional trips to
Winter Park two by two. Don Tauscher, Frank
Hutsell, and Delton Helms still live in Central
Florida. Last summer, Bud Fisher and Davey
Robinson drove to Florida to visit Justice. “The
three of us cried like babies,” Fisher said.
Few of the former Tars can speak of their
coach without pausing to stave off tears. “He is
like a second father to me,” Vancho said. “He is
some kind of man and gentleman.”
“My boys come see me from time to time,”
Justice said recently. “I don’t remember the games
like I used to, but I can see them in their faces.”
The memories have rougher edges, but they’re
still in focus.

This story appeared in the Orlando Sentinel
on June 18, 2004. Reprinted by permission.
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Taking a Bow

Arts czar Joe Nassif
makes his final exit
from the Rollins stage
after 23 years as a
central character in
the College’s theater
arts scene
BY SUZANNE BERANEK
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Twenty-three years ago, in celebration of the
50th anniversary of the College’s Knowles
Memorial Chapel, Rollins brought in a bright
young director from Pittsburgh to guest direct
T.S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral. Nearly 3,000
guests attended the five sold-out performances of
the production, which boasted a full choir and
orchestra and a formidable cast of 25 who
performed throughout the interior of Rollins’
own “cathedral.”
Today, that director is nearly as celebrated as
the towering Chapel itself. Following his inspiring
performance in 1982, S. Joseph Nassif was asked
to give a curtain call: he returned to Rollins as
professor, producer, director, and chair of the
Annie Russell Theatre. The “arts czar,” as he has
been fondly dubbed by his colleagues, retired in
December after 23 years of service to Rollins,
including the last two as head of the College’s
Arts at Rollins College (ARC) program.

Joe Nassif put on an amazing show during
his tenure at the College. He taught everything
from acting and directing to theater history and
dramatic criticism. He built on the alreadysuccessful theater arts program, increasing the
department’s faculty and staff, developing and
instituting a dance minor, and, with the help of
several philanthropic donors, turning a $5,000
scholarship fund into almost $2 million. Thanks
to his efforts, the theater department currently has
85 declared majors, and 25 theater students hold
named scholarships. Nassif is also credited with
helping to create the Annie Russell Theatre Dance
Studio, the Winifred M. Warden Costume
Studio, and the Warden Design Studio.
Additionally, he founded the Annie Russell
Theatre Guild in 1998.
Nassif grew up in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where
he began acting at a young age. His mother, who
hosted radio talk shows five mornings a week—

“just after the war started when all the men
were off”—encouraged 8-year-old Joe to get
involved with a live, half-hour children’s show
that aired Saturday mornings. Nassif said he
“took on whatever role the show had as long
as it was an age I could fit.” He worked from a
different script every week and stayed
involved with radio until he was 16, when he
began stage acting in high school. He was a
chemistry/zoology major in college and
planned to go to medical school, but
immediately following graduation said, “I
hate science,” and ran off to Yale to become
an acting/directing major. He graduated with
a master’s in fine arts from the Yale University
School of Drama, followed by a Ph.D. in
theatre history/criticism from the University
of Denver.
Nassif’s career took him to various types
of jobs around the country before he finally
realized that acting “wouldn’t feed the family.”
A self-described “gypsy” during these early
adult years, he worked in real estate, flipflopped back into theater, then eventually
made his way to academe. For 10 years before
coming to Rollins, Nassif served as executive
director of the Pittsburgh Playhouse, general
manager of the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, and
chairman of the Department of Theatre and
Dance at Point Park College.
Although he never expected to remain at
Rollins for 23 years (“My friends said, ‘I give
you five you’ll be back to Pittsburgh’”), Nassif
and his family made Winter Park their longtime home. His daughter, Alexandra “Alexis”
’94HH, and her mother, Michelle McKenna
’94MLS, both graduated from Rollins, and
Alexis married a fellow Rollins graduate, Todd
Magargee ’92. Nassif’s son, Jonathan, also
attended Rollins (he later graduated from
Ithaca College).
The old adage “all of life is a stage”
couldn’t hold more true than it does for
Nassif, who admits to having been accused as
far back as high school of always being “on
cue.” “My friends would ask me—and still
do—‘When are you acting and when aren’t
you?’” he said. “Acting is my first love, and
second is directing.” During his Rollins
tenure, Nassif acted in four plays, produced
more than 100, and directed about 35, in
addition to producing inaugural, celebration,
and dinner events.
Not surprisingly, Nassif is equally
onstage in the classroom, where hundreds of

students have enjoyed his animated lectures.
“I believe every class is a performance,” Nassif
said. “But I’m also of the old school—I
believe the classroom is a sanctuary, an
important event.” He isn’t one to tolerate
baseball caps or flip-flops. “And I’m not going
to get started on cell phones,” he growled.
Nassif expresses great pride in his
“Annie”—heart of the oldest theater program
in Florida and one of the most prestigious in
America. “I always say the Annie is 937 miles
off Broadway,” he shared. “I think the caliber
and quality of the Annie could easily be

Rollins College trustee Winifred Martin
Warden, a lover of theater and dance who
donated the funding for the endowed chair.
(Named chairs are awarded to professors who
are recognized as leaders in their fields.)
Another special honor was the unanimous
election of Nassif by his colleagues to the role
of president of the faculty, a position in which
he served for two years, from 1996-98.
Nassif’s notable Rollins career culminated
appropriately in January 2003 when he was
named director of the umbrella arts program
he helped to create: ARC, the Arts at Rollins

The old adage “all of life is a
stage” couldn’t hold more true
than it does for Nassif, who
admits to having been accused
as far back as high school of
always being “on cue.”
transferred to any off-Broadway theater and
make it.” One of his crowning achievements
was securing the naming of the now-73-yearold Annie Russell Theatre to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1998. As to the
longtime rumor that the ghost of the theater’s
namesake, actress Annie Russell, resides in the
building, he said, “I have not seen her, and
I’ve sat silently in the dark after several
performances thinking she might give me
some indication I’m doing well, and she’s
done nothing.” But he doesn’t deny there may
be some truth to others’ experiences. “I think
by now there are so many accounts, they must
be true,” he said.
Among the highlights of Nassif’s career
at Rollins are moderating a press conference
with Rollins alumnus Anthony Perkins ’52
’82H, who starred as Norman Bates in Psycho;
hosting a masterworks class, dinner, and open
community conversation with Academy
Award recipient Olympia Dukakis, of Steel
Magnolias and Moonstruck fame; hosting a
campus visit by author and playwright Wendy
Wasserstein; and orchestrating several visits by
playwright Edward Albee ’00H.
In 2000, Nassif was bestowed the
greatest honor a college can give a professor
when he was appointed to the Winifred M.
Warden Chair of Theatre Arts and Dance,
named for 1945 alumna, philanthropist, and

College. Designed to give the arts a stronger
presence in both the Rollins and Central
Florida communities, ARC brings together all
of the College’s fine and performing arts
programs, including the Annie Russell
Theatre, the Cornell Fine Arts Museum, the
music department, the Community School of
Music, the Winter With the Writers program,
the dance program, and the art and art history
department, and works in partnership with
the Winter Park Bach Festival.
So, what does this man who has played a
central role at Rollins for so long plan to do
now that he has retired from Rollins? Actually,
he’s not gone very far at all—just a few
buildings away, in fact. Although Nassif
claims he doesn’t want to see a play for a while
and would rather “garden and to watch old
Barbara Stanwick B movies while eating Lays
potato chips,” he just couldn’t say no when he
was recently invited to serve as executive
director of the the Winter Park Bach
Festival—a longtime partner of Rollins which
is housed on the campus—during this its
70th-anniversary year.
Despite the enticing call of retirement, it
appears Nassif isn’t ready to make a total break
from his beloved “Arts at Rollins College” just
yet. Turner Classic Movies Channel—you’re
just going to have to wait!
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NEXUS
WHERE LIVING

AND

LEARNING CONNECT

PHOTOS BY JUDY WATSON TRACY

An innovative
Rollins program
places groups of firstyear students together
in the classroom and
the residence hall,
providing an instant
support network to
help ease the transition
to college life.
BY SUZANNE BERANEK

et’s take a step back in time to more than a century ago.
Imagine a dinner table where student, professor, and
professor’s family share meals, conversation, laughter,
and ideas. Think about the discussions that might take place…
about Shakespeare and Socrates, math and science, friendships
and families.
In the mid-1800s, this was the landscape of college life.
Students often lived in the homes of their professors, and professors
sometimes even lived in dormitories. It was a time when as much
learning took place outside the classroom as in, a time when the
bond students established with both classmates and teachers gave
them a feeling of home, family, and security.
As American colleges and universities grew, focus shifted to
research, new fields of study, and innovation, and the concept of
students and professors living together began to fade. But the
benefits of the close-knit learning environment that existed during
the fledgling years of higher education have not been forgotten,
and today the idea of the “living-learning community” (LLC) is
being revisited in the form of programs like Rollins’ Nexus.
Since the late 1980s, larger universities have experimented
with LLC’s in an effort to provide them “smaller,” more intimate
learning environments. And in recent years, the LLC concept has
been adopted at Rollins and other colleges for their honors
programs. But Nexus, which was established at Rollins in 2003
for first-year students, is unique in several ways. A collaborative
effort between students, faculty, and staff, Nexus places groups of
first-year students together in two linked classes as well as in the
same area of McKean Hall, where common areas called “pods”
provide a warm, living-room-type setting in which to socialize
and study. Some Nexus classes are even held in the pods,

L
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allowing students to jump out of bed in the morning and plop
into a bean-bag chair right outside their door to begin the day’s
studies. The goal of the program is to to give students an
immediate network of support and help them feel part of a
community early in their college experience so they’ll feel
comfortable and secure—and in turn will be more likely to
succeed at Rollins.
“We wanted to break down the barrier between the classroom
and the residence hall, and to do to it in a way that made sense,”
explained Hoyt Edge, associate dean of the faculty and Hugh F.
and Jeannette G. McKean Professor of Philosophy, who was
instrumental in the development of the Nexus program. “Students
benefit from the LLC concept because their academic life is
brought into their home life. Rollins has always scored off the
charts in the classroom environment. We’re trying to transfer those
feelings to the living environment. According to Edge, research
shows that students who connect with another student within the
first few weeks of college are more likely to stay.
Doug Little, assistant director of Student Involvement &
Leadership, echoed Edge’s remarks. “A college experience that goes
deeper than classroom learning is critical. Students go to college in
order to obtain a degree and better themselves, but their first year
they’re worried about making friends and having fun. If you can’t
alleviate that fear right away, then no matter how well you teach or
educate them, the experience won’t be totally successful.”
One of the two classes Nexus students take together is a Rollins
College Conference (RCC) course. Required of all first-year
Rollins students, RCC classes are small (14 to 17 students) and are
unique in that the RCC professor also acts as the students’ adviser.
In addition, each course has two upperclass students who sit in on

The Nexus Effect: Darkness Visible
Darkness Visible challenges 16 students to write, act,
direct, and produce an hour-long, weekly radio drama,
broadcast on the College’s radio station, WPRK-91.5 FM.
During the 15-week series, students create shows with a
range of themes and formats, including politics, gangsters, detective stories, a Western, a soap opera, and a news program.
Whitney Coulter ’08, who lives in McKean Hall with her Nexus classmates and took the Darkness Visible RCC class last fall, made the correlation
to MTV’s The Real World, the first TV reality series, which features a group of young people who live together and work together. “There have
definitely been times when I’ve felt like I’m on The Real World, when we’ve argued about an idea and couldn’t agree, or when I’m carrying my shower
caddy to the bathroom and run into my friends in the hall. I’ve seen everyone at their worst and they’ve seen me at my worst,” she said.
Coulter, who is from Casselberry, Florida, said the experience has been a great one for her. “I’m an only child, so it was really different for me…All
of a sudden I’m living with all of these people around my same age and going to class with them, too. They can relate to how I think and feel. People
understand me better. Any time I need to talk, I have 10 people I can go see, which is a really big deal because making the transition to college is
such a big step.” She says that some of the closest friends she’s made at Rollins are from the LLC program. “We work so much together and record
together and we hang out so much, it makes sense that we’re better friends.”

The Nexus Effect: Conversations Across Difference

class sessions and serve as peer mentors. The courses are
designed to help ease the transition to college life, and Nexus
students have the added benefit of continuing the classroom
conversation and interacting with classmates “at home” in
the residence hall.
For their second course, Nexus students take a writing
course together that is “linked” to their RCC course, meaning
the two professors have ongoing communication about the
students and work together to ensure their well-being.
According to Associate Professor of English Bill Boles, who
teaches the RCC class Darkness Visible every fall and facilitates
the faculty side of the Nexus program, students, parents, and
professors alike are embracing Nexus. “We see education
continuing in the residence hall—meetings there, classes there,
continued conversations. Making a presence in the residence
hall redefines the campus as a whole,” he said.
The goal is to grow Nexus from 120 students this year to
220 next, and eventually to place all first-year students in
living-learning communities. According to Edge, the success
of the program is already evident. “Nexus students develop
better cognitive thinking skills and participate more in their
classes—not only LLC classes, but all their classes,” he said. Boles
concurred: “They are more confident about speaking up and
sharing, and this creates more honesty and a better learning
environment.”
“Nexus gets education back to the heart of why and how it
was first founded,” Little said. “Students don’t view their
education as beginning or ending in the classroom. They’re
going to college to become smarter, more self-sufficient
individuals, not just to learn from the books.”

Last fall, Director of Multicultural Affairs Donna Lee led 18 Nexus students in
Conversations Across Difference: Embracing the Power of Diversity. “My goal
is to crack the door and get students thinking about issues related to diversity,”
she explained. Through readings, film, videos, projects designed to increase
self-awareness, and class discussions, these students were encouraged to
understand who they are as social beings and what shapes our culture.
Lee’s class takes the all-inclusiveness
of the Nexus program one step further,
with a service-learning component.
Students are immersed in opportunities
that allow them to experience firsthand
what they’re learning about in class.
Last fall, for example, they spent time
working on a program that provided
outreach to the homeless, served as
“Buddies” to young adults with disabilities
in the Best Buddies program, and taught
a lesson on diversity to youth enrolled in
the Boys and Girls Club. “By getting
students in those situations, they’re not
just talking about issues related to
diversity, they’re actually interacting with
people who represent that diversity,” Lee
said. “That’s the part that really begins
to open it up for them. A lot of them
acknowledge that they’ve had some fears
or perceptions that are not very positive. The field experience began to change
that for them.”
Robbie Schultz ’07 took Lee’s class his first year at Rollins and decided
to serve as a peer mentor this year. “It feels good to help out because I
know how rough freshman year can be. Nexus is great because you have a
whole class of students you become really close to. And if you can’t
remember when an assignment is due or when a test is, all you have to do
is ask your next-door neighbor!”
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ou never forget the first…”
proclaimed the banner on Mills
Memorial Hall, announcing
Homecoming 2004 to the Rollins
campus. The week-long celebration, held
October 25-31, combined traditional
homecoming elements with unique
Rollins touches. The Rollins College
Alumni Association, the College’s
athletics department and office of
Student Involvement and Leadership,
and student organizations collaborated
to create an extensive array of activities,
engaging students, alumni, faculty, staff,
and the Winter Park community.

“Y

hom
An Idea Whose Time Has Come (Again)…
While the concept of “Homecoming” is new to this
generation of Rollins students, some alumni may remember
similar events from their student days. Homecoming
occurred intermittently during Rollins’ football years, and
was revived briefly in the late ’60s as an Alumni Lettermen’s
Homecoming and again in 1979 and 1980, in conjunction
with Founders’ Day. Nearly a quarter of a century later,
student leaders approached the Alumni Association with a
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proposal for a celebration that would involve the entire
Rollins community.

ecoming
2004

They noted that the annual Alumni Reunion Weekend did not

The Alumni Association leadership was thrilled to sign on. By

include many activities that brought alumni and students together, and

moving Reunion from spring to fall, combining student activities

the students were eager to develop that bond. Sarah Ledbetter ’05,

with those of Alumni Reunion Weekend, and selecting dates that

2003-04 Student Government Association president, expressed the stu-

coincided with home soccer and volleyball games, alumni could join

dents’ feelings: “There is the potential for the establishment of relation-

in the festivities and enjoy a traditional (Florida) autumn

ships between current students and former students. Students want for

Homecoming. Alumni Association president Michael Peterson ’74

the alumni to play an active role at Rollins and feel even greater pride in

commented, “Homecoming adds a great new dimension to our

the institution. Homecoming allows alumni and students to make

alumni’s return to campus: students! It is a great way for returning

deeper connections with each other and Rollins, augment their

alumni to really see all that Rollins has become since they were

experiences, and create an atmosphere of appreciation and ownership

students. The current student body brings a tremendous amount

in the College, something they all hold in common.”

of energy to the event.”
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… and How It Grew
Brainstorming for this fall’s studentorganized events occurred at a late-August
leadership retreat for upperclass students. If
you were planning a Homecoming, they
were asked, what would it look like? With
less than two months (and the unexpected
interruptions of two hurricanes), students
were challenged to coordinate an ambitious
series of programs. Spearheaded by the
Council of Leaders, which comprises
presidents of Rollins’ student organizations,
committees took on the responsibility
for planning and implementing spirit
competitions, special events, election of a
homecoming court, and public relations.
The City of Winter Park and the
Park Avenue merchants also endorsed
the concept, with the visible results of
Homecoming banners hoisted on Park
Avenue lampposts and Homecomingthemed shop windows decorated for
students and returning alumni.
As the week of activities evolved, it
became clear that this was a tradition the
Rollins community wanted to take root and
thrive. Selena Moshell ’05, who covered
Homecoming for the Sandspur, wrote about
her own experience at the concluding
event, the volleyball game against Nova
Southeastern University: “…in the gym that
Homecoming weekend, I felt my veins run
blue and gold. When the last point was won
by the talented ladies of the Tars volleyball
team, my voice rose to join with over 100
years of Rollins alumni and tradition.”
What better confirmation that
Homecoming is the ideal realization of the
Alumni Association’s vision?
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Building on Reunion…
Building on Tradition…
Building the Future…
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SOCCER Dedication

Donors and College officials at the dedication of
Barker Stadium and Cahall-Sandspur Field

A centerpiece of Homecoming 2004 was
the dedication of Cahall-Sandspur Field
and the Barker Family Stadium. The field,
which was renovated by one of the crews
that prepared the playing fields for the
2004 Olympics, was expanded to meet
NCAA tournament requirements, and
includes new drainage and irrigation
systems. The field renovation was made
possible by a gift from Peter S. Cahall ’71,
(l-r) President Lewis Duncan; his wife,
a varsity tennis player and member of the
Dr. Paula Hammer; and Frank Barker ’52
first Rollins soccer team invited to play in
the NCAA regional tournament, and a
generous contributor to Rollins athletics.
In recognition of his support for this project,
the Sandspur Field was renamed in
his honor.
The addition of the Barker Family
Stadium gives Rollins one of the finest soccer
facilities in Division II. A gift of Frank ’52 and
Daryl Stamm Barker ’53, the facility provides
covered, chair-back seating for 500 fans.
The Barkers were both student-athletes: she
played basketball and volleyball; he played
Stadium benefactors Frank ’52 and Daryl
two varsity and four intramural sports,
Stamm Barker ’53 and family
setting the Rollins record for most points
scored in a basketball game and earning all-state honors. He is current chairman of the
College’s board of trustees and she is a past member of the Alumni Association Board of
Directors, well known to the current student body for Daryl’s Fitness Center.
The stadium also houses team rooms, public restrooms, and a concession stand.
The complex’s many amenities were made possible by other generous donors, including
a new scoreboard given in memory of waterski coach Paul H. Harris ’45 ’74MAT by
members of his teams.
Following the dedication, the men’s soccer team defeated Saint Leo University and
captured its first regular-season Sunshine State Conference title.

homecoming
2004

(l-r) Jim Hayes, President Duncan, Mary Martin Hayes ’55,
Ross Fleischmann ’55, and Jean Fleischmann

ALUMNI
Welcome Reception

Homecoming banners fly
high on Park Avenue.

(l-r) Saundra Sands Hester ’59, Bob Pittman, Burt Rutledge, and
Kit Johnson Rutledge ’52

PARKAvenue

Homecoming also gave
returning alumni an
opportunity to welcome
Rollins’ new president,
Lewis Duncan.

(l-r) Michael Binford, Grey Squires Binford ’85,
and Chip Weston ’70
Weston '70

Winners of the Park Avenue
Storefront Decoration Contest,
sponsored by the Student
Government Association:
Tuni (owned by Rollins alumna
Tuni Sciortino Blackwelder ’64,
above r) and Tropical Smoothie
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COSTUME
Contest

MOLLY LEHNHARDT ’06

Daily costume contests featured
Pajama Day, Superhero Day, Twin Day,
Decade Day, and School Colors Day.

JANICE HARAMIS ’08

JANICE HARAMIS ’08

All Campus Events (ACE) sponsored
rock artist Gavin DeGraw at the
Harold & Ted Alfond Sports Center.
Opening the concert was the
winner of the Homecoming Talent
Show, Cara Langer (above), a
Hamilton Holt School student who
performed her own compositions.

Patricia Lancaster, vice president for academic affairs
and provost, and Hoyt Edge, associate dean of the
faculty and Hugh F. and Jeannette G. McKean Professor
of Philosophy, channel the ’60s on Decade Day.

Graham ’88 and Heidi Weller Boyle ’88 with
children Elleanor, Sauyer, and Billy
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The busy week also included the 12th annual Halloween Howl, which drew hundreds of
local children to Mills Lawn for candy, games, and student-escorted tours of haunted
houses (specially decorated residence halls). Local alumni and their children were invited
to a pre-Halloween Howl party at the Alumni House.
MOLLY LEHNHARDT ’06

HALLOWEEN
Howl

The Captains Underpants (l-r) La-Ron Bowden ’08
and Raymond Nazario ’08, winners of the
Costume Contest, defend Rita’s Fountain on
Superhero Day.

Rick ’94MBA and Wendy Weller Ahl ’92 with
sons Jordan, Charles, and Matthew

homecoming
2004

The members of the 2004
Homecoming court were
presented at the halftime of the
men’s soccer match. Candidates
were nominated by students,
faculty, and staff, with voting
conducted online.

Son Ho ’05 and Sarah Ledbetter ’05
were named Homecoming King and
Queen.

KING
and Queen

Ho is a biology major, and comptroller
and past vice president of the Student
Government Association. Ledbetter is
an anthropology major and Asian
studies minor. She is past president of
the Student Government Association
and was one of two student members
of the Presidential Search Committee.

KISSThe Pig

A fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity, the Rollins community voted with its purse to see who would kiss the sow at halftime of the
women’s soccer game. The winner: SGA president Pierce Neinken ’06, who was as excited as the pig about puckering up!
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homecoming
2004

BELLY
Flop Contest
Following a showcase of Rollins’ water sports—wakeboarding, waterskiing, and sailing—on Lake
Virginia, the swim team hosted a belly flop contest. The winner was Team Bio (right, top—Assistant
Professor of Biology Paul Stephenson and sons Thomas, Christopher, and Peter), followed
closely by Associate Vice President Les Lloyd and his Rollins College Conference (RCC) class
(right, bottom). The evening concluded with a Dive-in Movie at the Alfond Swimming Pool.

ALL-CAMPUS
BBQ

The Alumni Association hosted an
all-campus barbecue before the
volleyball game.

(l-r) Cheryl Coiro ’02 and
Steffenie Widows ’03

Jennifer Franklin ’82 (l) with Jennifer
Saxon Patrick ’82 and her son William

(l-r) Nicole Sydney ’97
and Julie Lewis ’98

SPIRIT

of Rollins

“Spirit of Rollins” Award winner Phil Roach (l)
is congratulated by President Lewis Duncan.
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The first “Spirt of Rollins” Award, created to recognize
a faculty or staff member who personifies Rollins at its
best, was presented to J. Phillip Roach, director of
physical education and athletics, by President Lewis
Duncan during halftime at the men’s soccer game.
The individual selected the “Spirit of Rollins” is
honored for a history of service to the College that
embodies the spirit of Rollins—commitment to
meeting the highest standards, appreciation for new
ideas, and involvement as an active and caring
member of the Rollins community. Roach, who came
to Rollins in 1992, will retire at the conclusion of the
2004-05 school year. The recipient of the annual award
will be announced each fall during Homecoming.

2005
Mark your calendars
now for Homecoming
2005, October 17-23
Better than ever!

ALUMNI OF NOTE

Rollins College is proud of its alumni, who are actively
contributing to the health, wealth, productivity, harmony,
spiritual guidance, and hope of citizens throughout the
world. To help spread the good news, each issue of the
Rollins Alumni Record features “Alumni of Note.” If you
know of any alumni who should be spotlighted, please
contact the Alumni Relations office at 1-800-799-ALUM, or
e-mail us at alumni@rollins.edu.

TOM duPont ’70

ILYSE GERBER ’00HH

Classic Success
Story ■ In the
mid-’80s, as
founder of First
Tampa Capital
Corporation
(FTCC), a diverse,
paid-in-fund,
SBIC-licensed
investment firm,
Tom duPont was
Tom ’70 and Ruthy Lawrence duPont ’70
keen on exploring
leading-edge business concepts. Enter Steve Chapman, who approached duPont with the idea to start a new magazine. “I thoroughly
researched the market and all aspects of the publishing industry before
Steve and I formed duPont Publishing, Inc.,” duPont said. “The
publishing industry is a tough business; nine out of 10 new magazines
never make it past their first year.” These kinds of grim stats could give
even the most seasoned businessperson pause. Fully aware of the
pitfalls, the two set out to navigate their way through their first year in
business with the intention of producing a glossy, full-color, marketplace magazine featuring classic, luxury, and exotic cars for sale.
“Basically, there was only one company advertising extremely high-end
cars for sale, and they were doing it on regular black-and-white
newspaper format that really didn’t lend itself to the product or
marketplace. If you’re going to sell luxury cars, the publication needs to
look the part,” duPont said.
The end result was a glossy, heavy-stock, coffee-table book that was
not only visually appealing, but functional. Marketing data came from
high-end vehicle registrations, and by its third year, duPont Registry A
Buyers Gallery of Fine Automobiles had reached a coveted circulation
break. As an outgrowth of the magazine’s popularity, duPont Registry
launched two other publications with paralleling themes targeting
upscale real estate and yachting markets: A Buyer’s Gallery of Fine Homes
and A Buyer’s Gallery of Fine Boats. “We want to reach readers with
millions, not millions of readers,” duPont said. And yet, the publications’
total circulation base is at 2,045,000. And in the summer of 2003,
duPont Publishing, Inc. launched Celebrity Car, an editorial-based
magazine featuring celebrities and their babies—their cars, that is. Today,
the quarterly publication has all sorts of famous celebrities gracing its
covers, from Hulk Hogan to Shaquille O’Neal. Additionally, under the
duPont REGISTRY Brand, the company launched a wildly successful
Web site (www.duPontregistry.com) featuring its magazines and luxury

goods. Remarkably, the site already has 400,000 visitors per month who
generate some 30 million hits per month.
The target market among the three buying guides is households
with at least $2 million in assets. No, this is definitely not your typical
EBay transaction. Readership includes a range of celebrities, professional
athletes, and CEO’s of Fortune 500 companies, and items for sale can
run the gamut, from a 1998 Huey helicopter to William Randolph
Hearst’s 1930 Duesenberg to a modern armored Bentley sedan. Quirky
entries are always a part of the collection and have included such items as
personal islands, guard dogs, Super Bowl rings, exotic pets, and a mink
comforter. Everyone has something to sell, which in turn, someone else
will treasure. Of course, duPont has no intention of ever selling his own
prized possession: a duPont Model G Four Place Speedster.
An accomplished businessman (prior to forming FTCC, he was
vice president and general manager of Budget Rent-A-Car Florida in
Tampa) and former Delaware state representative, duPont doesn’t
appear to be resting on his laurels. He’s launched yet another successful
venture—this time, it’s a clothing line. “My partner’s wife had this
design concept for a stylish, yet comfy line of terrycloth sweat pants and
hooded tops and began making prototypes in her garage,” duPont
explained. “Now we’re in more than 150 stores across the country.”
Winter Park locals can check out the sporty Nilla Shields line at Siegel’s
Clothing on Park Avenue.
In addition, duPont Registry is the founding sponsor of the twoyear-old Winter Park Concours d’Elegance classic car exhibit, held on
Park Avenue. “There’s no finer open-to-the-public venue for a
Concours d’Elegance than Park Avenue in Winter Park,” duPont
shared. “It’s a very extraordinary event—a special day in a special
community with special cars.” The exhibit takes place annually during
the second weekend in October.
duPont manages to carve out time from his flurry of business
activity to give back to the community with an endless list of associations
and organizations, one of which is the Rollins College Parents
Committee, which this father of three Rollins graduates (Jessica
duPont Thiel ’95, Molly duPont Schaffer ’97, and Sarah duPont
Hendrikson ’98) co-chairs. He and his wife, Ruthy (Lawrence ’70),
met their junior year at Rollins and married shortly after graduation.
They have been ardent supporters of the College ever since. In 1995,
duPont teamed up with classmate Bill Bieberbach ’70 ’71MBA to host
the Grove Party, which has become an annual alumni tradition.
Life is full and robust for duPont, and he seems to show no signs
of slowing. “I can’t really ever see retirement as an option,” he
laughed.—Zaida Rios

SPRING 2005 21

ALUMNI OF NOTE

BEVERLY Kievman Copen ’58
The Perks of Believing in Yourself ■ Empowering others takes a lot of
gumption and know-how, but the rewards are immeasurable. As it
happens, Beverly Kievman Copen is not only up to the challenge that
anything is possible, but she also wishes to impart this unflappable belief
on others. So it’s not the least bit surprising that Copen has made selfhelp the cornerstone of her ever-changing, dynamic career.
A former journalism major with a flair for business, Copen took her
first stab at entrepreneurship shortly after embarking on an advertising
career. “I knew that I wanted to explore starting my own business as well
as managing other projects,” she explained. Following her internal
compass and love for the theater, she founded Atlanta Models & Talent.
While she sold it a few years back, the company recently celebrated its
43rd year in business.
During the 1970s, when Georgia’s Department of Industry & Trade
wanted to create a motion picture development office, not only did Copen
create a well-defined marketing plan to lure movie makers to the state, but
she also had the pluck to convince the state to hire her to execute the plan.
In 1972, she became the first Georgia film representative, and within three
years, the state’s film industry was a $50-million entity. “I loved the whole
concept of selling producers, ad agencies, film directors, and commercial
production companies on the merits of Georgia,” she said.
If there’s a theme that weaves itself through Copen’s wonderfully rich
career, it’s her ability to build on past experiences with amazing zeal. Her
“can-do” vibe effuses each of the three self-help books she has published.

These include Today’s Saleswoman, a
successful sales how-to book for
women; For Better or Worse: A Couple’s
Guide to Dealing with Chronic Illness,
which was inspired by her own
personal experience with caring for a
spouse with a chronic illness; and a
self-help book for young Japanese women pursuing small businesses that
was commissioned by a Japanese publisher. “My books come from my
own experiences with success and failure. I think it’s crucial to not only
give people inspiration to reach their dreams, but also to outline an action
plan to make them attainable. Basically, I have applied my life experiences
and interests to my business life as well as to helping others.”
What’s next for this consummate go-getter? Her latest endeavor is
an exquisite photography book that grew from a project she coordinated
in a Forsyth County middle school. “I thought it would be insightful to
have an exhibit featuring photographs of people from various backgrounds
and places around the world,” she said. “We spurred interest in the
exhibit by creating a contest that asked students to tell us which photograph was their favorite and why.” What started out as a project to simply
connect kids to the idea of the visualizing themselves as other people, or
in another place, became fodder for an amazing pictorial journey: Your
Eyes are Your Windows to the World. Created for young teenagers, the book
will be published in English and Spanish in 2005. —Zaida Rios

NORM Friedland ’68
On a Mission to Change the World ■
Nearly every morning for two years
following his graduation from Rollins,
Norm Friedland stood before a group of
15- and 16-year olds, teaching them
math and science, in the small Ethiopian
village of Bonga. The experience opened the eyes of this Peace Corps
volunteer to the extreme poverty of this third-world country, “These
people,” he said, “were literally plunging headlong into the 12th century.”
When he returned to the states, Friedland earned his law degree at
New York University, and for the next two-plus decades he was content
in the world of billable time. He eventually moved on to manage his own
practice specializing in venture capital and technology. Big-name clients
sought his help—people like Arie Lavie, Chief Scientist of Israel; Edward
Currie, who started a company that built the first personal computer;
and Dr. Luc Montaigner, who helped discover the AIDS virus.
Then came 9/11—“a reassessment time for everybody,” Friedland
said. He realized he wanted to change direction. So he quit his job and
began making use of his background in urban development (he had
spent a few years as general counsel to New York’s Urban Development
Corporation) by joining the executive team at Starnet, an Orlando-based
global design firm specializing in creative aluminum structures. He
helped the company through their development of Orlando’s new Lynx
Central Station (the hub of Florida’s mass transportation system) and
Orlando Science Center.
But Friedland wanted something more. He wanted to work on
technological solutions for society. It bothered him that “the guys who
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have the money make the rules,” he said. Instead, he wanted to see
money and technology going to people in areas where money and
technology weren’t available. Simply put, he wanted to change the world.
While continuing his work with Starnet, Friedland began forming
his own business, Catalyst Technology Funding Network (CTFN). In
two minutes, Friedland said, he can give anyone an MBA crash course on
his new method of doing business by using an example of an already
established non-profit: The Children’s Television Network.
The Network, he explained, needs $100 million a year to keep
Sesame Street on the air—“money that most folks probably think comes
from the station’s biannual pledge drives.” But in reality, most of it comes
from the licensing of the Network’s intellectual property (read: images of
Big Bird, Oscar the Grouch, and Elmo) to companies like Mattel.
According to Friedland, this little deal brings the Network $95 million a
year in royalty revenues.
Friedland has adapted the Network’s model to support four key
areas of social conscience: the environment, energy, education, and
healthcare. The Blue Water Foundation will be the first non-profit
company to benefit from Friedland’s new outlook on business. Blue
Water will acquire technologies through CTFN, such as a water pump
that is 50 percent more effective than the pumps currently on the market,
an antimicrobial chemical that can purify water, and a water filtration
system. Then the non-profit will license these technologies to U.S.
businesses interested in saving some cash. When the royalties roll in, the
money can be used to supply those same technologies to areas in
developing countries with few energy resources—like the little Ethiopian
village where Friedland taught so many years ago. —Maureen Gallagher

JUDITH Strite Campbell ’58
Artist for Life ■ Colorful and
vibrant are rather well-suited
descriptors for both the artwork of
Judith Strite Campbell and the artist
herself. “Even though I was a creative
writing major at Rollins, at some
point in my college career I realized
that I was more of an artist at heart
than a writer,” Campbell said. Upon graduating, Campbell packed her
bags for a two-year stint at an art school in Basle, Switzerland. Her fine
arts studies firmly entrenched in her a love of acrylics, oils, and
watercolor that would remain with her throughout her life.
If life experience enriches one’s art, then Campbell’s art surely
possesses more than its fair share of depth and breadth. This mother of
two has always exhibited a spirit for adventure and experiencing new
things, which has seen her through various endeavors. Besides her
studies at Rollins and in Switzerland, Campbell earned a master’s
degree in philosophy from the University of Miami and a counseling
degree from the University of Nevada. “What can I tell you? I’ve always
loved school,” she said. “Even when I was away from my parents at
boarding school, I always had such a grand time.” And while she has
been a professional artist throughout her career, Campbell has also
owned and operated a flourishing hotel and dinner theater on an
intercoastal waterway in Ft. Pierce, Florida, taught high school

Spanish, and ran a major industrial washing machine and dryer
manufacturing company for 20 years (her father, Lloyd Strite, was the
founder and coined the name of the Laundromat franchise).
The experience of working in various occupations has been
fulfilling for Campbell, but throughout the years she has remained true
to her greatest passion. The accomplished artist used to do six-foot
abstracts commissioned by the Bernie Steiner Gallery in Miami, and
she currently has work on exhibit at the Art Encounter in Las Vegas
and the H & G Gallery in New York City. For many years, she coowned a gallery in Highland Park, where she exhibited her work. Her
latest venture is co-ownership of the Artists’ Showplace, a 12,000square-foot gallery featuring work from 18 co-operative artists and 30
artists who rent space. “The wonderful thing about the Artist’s
Showplace is that we not only feature exhibits and art shows, but also
hold classes for the community,” Campbell said. “We want to share
and promote art.” Campbell’s own work is a mixture of impressionistic
and contemporary genres with themes emerging from music, horses,
and landscapes.
These days you’ll find Campbell relishing the chance to more
than just dabble in her art. She even has a little Hereford cow ranch
outside of Dallas. “I’ve done some abstracts with cows as my subjects,”
stated Campbell with a blissful sort of zeal. Looks like cows could
become another artful fascination to grace the walls of the Artists’
place.—Zaida Rios

CHAUNCEY Parker ’82
Tough on Crime ■ If you need it, Chauncey Parker will give you his
home phone number. Surprising really, considering how busy the man is
and how many people might want that number. Appointed by Gov.
Pataki in 2002, Parker is the director of Criminal Justice for the State of
New York. He’s also commissioner of the Division of Criminal Justice
Services, which means he overseas 5,000 police officers, 30,000 prison
employees, 40,000 parolees, and more. An entourage of secretaries and
PR folks surround Parker, but if you need to talk to him, he’ll do what he
can—even pass out that number—to make sure you can reach him. It’s
all just a sign that the man is doing his job—or jobs, as the case may be.
After all, he’s working for the people of New York.
Getting to this point in Parker’s career took some time. After
Rollins—where, in addition to earning his degree, he took the stage in a
number of musicals—he sold books door-to-door to help pay for law
school tuition at Duke. After graduation, he landed a job in the
Manhattan DA’s office arraigning cases on the lobster shift (lawyer-speak
for graveyard shift) and trying cases in criminal court—including a bust
that started with a dime bag of heroin sold on the streets of Washington
Heights and led investigators to a heroin trafficker in Afghanistan’s
Khyber Pass. As a federal prosecuter in the U.S. attorney’s office in
Manhattan, he won more high-profile cases and put hundreds of
members of Chinatown’s most violent gangs behind bars.
Now he’s part of Gov. Pataki’s cabinet and is the Big Man’s senior
advisor when it comes to New York crime. As the director for Criminal
Justice Services, Parker manages thousands of government employees,
from police officers to prison guards. He runs New York’s Justice
Department like a business, keeping track of the department’s numbers

(crime and parolee recidivism rates, among
others). “You wouldn’t invest in the stock
market,” he says, “and then wait until the
end of the year to see how it’s doing.”
In order to track New York’s crime and
bring those numbers down, Parker and
Pataki launched Operation IMPACT last
January, a program that links the 15 counties (outside of New York City)
where crime is most prevalent. IMPACT police task forces operate in
each of those counties. Each task force then screens targets in a central
database, allowing the groups to share information—including an
expanded DNA databank—making it easier to track criminal activity.
IMPACT is one of New York’s most ambitious projects, rallying
some 500 police departments to work as one. It’s necessary to share the
information, says Parker, in order to keep New York’s crime stats on the
decline (crime in New York is down 50 percent since 1994). But Parker is
slow to take credit for the things the Justice department has accomplished
in the years since he’s been at the helm—including a project to keep
parolees out of jail by helping to provide employment, housing, and
health care. “There’s no way any single person can take credit for
everything,” he says. “It’s also the leadership of the governor and the dayto-day work of the law enforcement officers.”
Considering Parker’s the man who keeps tabs on New York’s crime,
it’s a good thing he has all those police and prison workers backing him.
And if it doesn’t work out, he can always go back to musicals. Playing a
role in Grease would be a good start. “I could jump off the stage in a white
suit singing “Beauty School Drop Out.’”—Maureen Gallagher
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THE ROLLINS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HAS A VISION:

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
In our continuing efforts to keep alumni
connected to Rollins and each other, the
Alumni Association is pleased to announce
that it is initiating an exciting new Travel
Program. While there is more specific
information available on our Web site,
www.rollins.edu/alumni, I would like to take
this opportunity to provide everyone with a
small taste of what is being planned.
Over the past year, Andrea Scudder
Evans ’68, Asunta D’Urso Fleming ’81,
and Saundra Sands Hester ’59 have
been working with a number of the
country’s best travel providers to create
tours that will be attractive from both a
cultural and intellectual perspective. The
trips will be a great vehicle to stay
connected with friends, fellow alums, and
Rollins. Members of the Rollins faculty
may accompany alumni on some of the
trips, enhancing the value of the experience
by sharing their unique perspective on
each particular region.
Leading off the program will be an
exciting journey into the incredible Amazon
rainforest aboard a luxurious 19th-centurystyle expedition ship. Then it’s off to New
York City with S. Joseph Nassif, Winifred
M. Warden Professor of Theatre Arts and
Dance and executive director of the Bach
Festival Society, for a weekend of theater,
museum visits, the cabaret, great restaurants, and shopping. The final offering of
the initial season will be a trip through
Spain and Portugal, including visits to
medieval monasteries, historic fortresses,
stately palaces and other locations that
reflect the beauty of the region.
Please feel free to contact the Office of
Alumni Relations regarding any, or all, of
these trips. The groups have a limited
capacity, so make your reservations early.
We look forward to your participation in the
Alumni Association Travel Program—
“Your Gateway to the World.”
—Michael G. Peterson ’74, President
Rollins College Alumni Association
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Homecoming 2005
October 17-23
Join us for Rollins’ “NEW” Reunion!
It’s just like Reunion—only better! Homecoming is a revived Rollins tradition featuring the
rituals of Reunion and the festivities of a college “homecoming” all rolled into one.
Homecoming 2005 will include all of the traditional Reunion events along with a host of
student-led activities and athletic and arts events. Highlights will include the All-Alumni
Kick-off Reception, Alumni Chapel Service, Celebrating the Decades: ’60s, ’70s and ’80s
Party (honoring the Classes of ’65, ’75, ’80, and ’85) and ’90s and ’00s Party (honoring
the Classes of ’95 and ’00), Golden Celebration (honoring the Class of ’55), Grove Party,
Homecoming Barbecue, Prexy Breakfast (honoring the Classes of ’35 and ’45), and
presentation of the student Homecoming Court during halftime of the Varsity Soccer Game.
Relive your Rollins memories and create new ones with fellow alumni, students, faculty, and
staff during this grand community-wide celebration. Mark your calendars and come home to
Rollins for Homecoming 2005—your Gateway to Rollins’ Past, Present, and Future!

1945

1935
1985

1955

1965
1975
1980

2000

1995

Lantern indicates your class is celebrating a special
reunion during Homecoming 2005, October 17-23.

CLASS NEWS

Class News Editor: Robin Cusimano
John H. Buckwalter III
recently returned from his
eighth trip to Australia and
New Zealand, where he took
the famous Ghan train from Adelaide
to Darwin and the Indian-Pacific train
from Perth to Sydney. He spent a week
in Los Angeles with James Niver ’43
and also saw Barbara Brown Shea ’43.

’41

Lansdowne, VA. Their daughter,
Nancy Lee, has a doctorate in
chemistry and works for Merck, and
their son, Bill, and his wife live in a log
home he designed and had built in the
mountains.

’49

Ella Parshall Stevens received
the H.K. Holbein Award for
Excellence in Watercolor at
the Berman Museum TriState Artist Equity held this past
summer at Ursinus College in
Collegeville, PA.

’43

Richard “Dick” Every (see
Class News ’98) has been sailing
to the Abacos every summer
for more than 20 years.

Charles “Buddy” Lowe was
honored by the city of
Leesburg, FL in February
2004, when the baseball field
was named Buddy Lowe Field. Now
retired, Buddy was a coach for 40 years
and was National Coach of the Year in
1979.

Evaline Fishman McMullen
lived in Florida for 49 years,
where she raised her children
and taught school for 26
years. She now lives in Oklahoma near
her youngest child. Marlene Stewart
Streit was inducted into the World
Golf Hall of Fame and was the subject
of a feature article in the Toronto Star in
November. Honored for her more than
50-year contribution to the sport,
Marlene was the first Canadian to be
chosen for this honor. Barbara Feidt
Kelly retired in 1991 and now spends
her time traveling and creating artwork
in watercolor and ink.

’52

’53

’56

After half a century, alumni
Cyrene Palmisano Grierson
and Averill Goodrich Young
reunited to celebrate

50 YEARS AGO...

’58

John Bistline writes, “I was
surprised and delighted with
the pictures of the Cloverleaf
ladies in the last Alumni
Record. The lady sitting on the steps in
front of the post was my mother,
Adeline “Addie” Niemeyer Bistline
’10, and on her right was her
roommate, Eva McQuaters Ward.
Thanks for the picture.”

’45

Mary Jane Whitley Wheeler
spent a year traveling to
England, Iceland, and
Scotland, where her
granddaughter, Genevieve, is an
English major at Stirling University. She
and her daughter, Beth, enjoyed going
to the theater in London. Mary does
extensive gardening, quilting, and some
private duty care giving. She welcomes
visits from her Rollins friends. After 26
years in Burke, VA, Nancy Tusler
Redfearn and her husband, William,
have moved to Leisure World in
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Marie Rogers Gilbert is an
active member of the board of
trustees at St. Andrews
College, Laurinburg, NC,
where she also is poet-in-residence. She
is currently working on her seventh
collection of poems. She and her
husband, Richard, have four
granddaughters. One photographs
dolphins at SeaWorld, and one is a
recent bride and doctor of psychology.

Lois Barney Davidson and
her husband, Tom, who
retired this year, sold their
home in Phoenix and are
building a new home on their 200-acre
farm in Harrison, AR. Her daughter,
Blair, and her family will be moving
nearby. Lois writes, “We’re close to
Branson, so if you’re passing through,
give us a call.”

Glenn Barrington was
profiled in the St. Petersburg
Times in November as he
retired from his position as
Hillsborough County School Board
chairman. Glenn had served four terms
on the Board. H. Eugene “Gene”
Simmons had back surgery in May
and is undergoing physical therapy
from a wheelchair and walker. He
writes, “I hope to graduate to driving
my car.”
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Ed Okoniewski writes,
“Dear Rollins: Thank you for
an education that provided
me with a great career
servicing New York State employers
before I formed my own company.
Every day, I looked forward to the
challenges awaiting me at the office.”
Ed and his wife, Helen Fines
Okoniewski, were married in Orlando
in 1949. They live in Tonawanda, NY.
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Thanksgiving at Averill’s home in
Stuart, FL. Cyrene was invited for
dinner, but didn’t leave for three days.
She enjoyed superb hospitality and
assured Averill she would return.
Cyrene lives in a Tampa suburb.
Nancy Corse Reed was
named to the 2004 U.S.
Women’s 70 Tennis Team,
which competed in the
Althea Gibson Cup tennis competition
in Philadelphia in September. The
Althea Gibson Cup is a prestigious
international tennis competition for
women 70 and older sponsored by the
International Tennis Federation. After
serving 30 months as general counsel
and special counsel to the president at
Florida State University, Richard C.
McFarlain has returned to his law firm,
McFarlain and Cassedy in Tallahassee.
He is currently serving as chairman of
the Florida Judicial Qualifications
Commission.
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Daniel A. Smith III retired
recently from Bay Point
Middle School after 35 years
at the same school. He writes,
“The school was torn down and I
taught in the new one, so I outlasted
not only the staff but the school. The
student newspaper stated ‘legend’
retires.” Daniel continues to stay busy
with his work in the “business world.”
Our apologies go to Sonny Everett for
the incorrect listing of his class year in
his Alumni of Note profile on p. 23 of
the Fall 2004 issue of the Rollins
Alumni Record.
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Peter and Gayle Van Deusen
O’Brien have been married
for 46 years and have four
children and nine grandchildren. Peter loves their home in the
Adirondacks and has spent the last five
years in retirement, working the land
on his bulldozer, tractor, and various
other vehicles. At age 68, Peter still
speeds around in his Corvettes, and he
and Gayle do quite a bit of traveling.
They will be coming to Rollins in May
for the graduation of their granddaughter, Chelsea O’Brien ’05.
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Gail Sutcliffe McGrath and her
husband, Corrin, built a house across
from Cedar Creek Lake in Gun Barrell
City, TX, where Corrin is city manager.
Gail writes, “We seem to be nomads, so
this may or may not be our retirement
community. Mark Tiedje retired in
June from the College of Charleston
after 25 years of promoting events in the
School of the Arts. He writes, “My life
partner of 23 years, John Coles, and I
are writing a book regarding the single
screen movie theaters of South Carolina
and patron stories from the ’30s, ’40s,
and ’50s.”
Ron Brown was profiled in
the December 2003 issue of
Prime Times! after being
inducted into the National
Softball Hall of Fame in Dallas, TX. In
recent years, he led the Florida Crush
Legends, Robertson’s Sporting Goods of
Atlanta, and Georgia USA to nine
national championships in the super
major division.
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Roly Lamontagne has lived
in California for 40 years,
where he is one of the top 10
senior golf amateur players in
the state. He was the Senior Amateur
Champion in 2001. He has written a
humorous book about his life and golf
titled Golf and Me Playing for Knee,
published by Olivemount Press. He and
his wife, Beverly, have been married for
38 years and have a married daughter.
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Lucy Hufstader Sharp and
her husband, George, moved
to Lebanon, NH from
Vermont four years ago. They
had spent more than 30 years in
suburban New York. Lucy is the
Episcopal chaplain at DartmouthHitchcock Medical Center. She writes,
“Our only sadness is that our seven
grandkids live much too far away.”
Dana Ivey recently appeared as Mrs.
Malaprop in Sheridan’s The Rivals at
Lincoln Center in New York.
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Katherine Classen Crist
writes, “Our older two sons
have given us three wonderful
grandchildren. Our youngest
son, after a stint in the Marine Corps, is
at UNC Wilmington. Alan has retired,
but I am still working in a job that I
really love. I started playing my violin
again several years ago and am enjoying
violin and piano duets.”
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A poem written by Bonnie
Miller Naradzay about her
days at Rollins in the ’60s was
published in the second issue
of The Potomac, an
online journal based
in Washington, DC.
There is a link on the
front page to January
’04 TP, Reading
Portraits, where she is pictured on the
bottom row. The Web site is
webdelsol.com/The_Potomac. David
H. and Beebe Bromeyer Roberts ’66
send greetings to their classmates,
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the National Advertising Committee.
His son, Timothy, a business/hospitality
management graduate of the University
of Central Florida, is Fred’s director of
operations. His daughter, Andrea
Frederic ’02, is a center director for
SCORE Learning Centers. His wife,
Heidi, chairs events supporting Ronald
McDonald House.
Helena “Pokey” Walker
Talbot is enjoying her “preretirement home,” the
YWorry, a 38-foot trawler. She
took her first trip down the inland
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Carrying On The Fox Day Tradition
Fox Day, one of Rollins’ most
celebrated and anticipated annual
traditions, was established in 1956 by
then-President Hugh F. McKean ’30
’72H to give Rollins students, faculty,
and staff a surprise break from their
studies and work, and an opportunity
to come together as a community and
bask in the Florida springtime.
Apparently, some alumni have
trouble letting go of this tradition. Take
Gary Lickle ’76 ’77MBA, for instance, who started his own Fox Day for
his children, Cameron and Sasha, years ago. “When they were little guys,
I got two silver foxes and had their name engraved on them,” said Lickle,
managing director and regional president of Lehman Brothers Trust
Company NA. “I would place the silver fox with their name on their
placemat, and this meant that child got the day off of school and would
spend the day exclusively with me.”
What goes around comes around. To Lickle’s surprise, one day last
spring he opened his front door to find a silver fox on his porch—placed
there by daughter Sasha ’04, now 22. Sasha told him he had been
“working too hard” and had to spend the day with her. Dad had no
problem obliging!
If you have carried on the Fox Day tradition, send us your story so we can
share it with fellow alumni. Contact the editor at: mwismar@rollins.edu.

especially KAs and Thetas. David has
retired from teaching philosophy at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
and is now a studio arts major there.
UAB accepted his Rollins transcript,
making him a junior/senior. He writes,
“I have a 4.0 in all courses, but overall
GPA is a C+/B-. (Chuckle).” T.
Christopher Jenkins reports that four
of his five daughters have been “married
off” in the past 23 months, and he is
now a step-grandfather. He was
thankful his winter home in Key West
was spared from the hurricanes of 2004,
but his family house in Vero Beach was
flooded twice. Fred Frederic, owner of
McDonalds restaurants, has been
elected South Florida representative to

waterway to Dinner Key outside of
Coconut Grove near Miami in
November. “Pokey” traded in her
Harley Davidson three years ago for her
first boat.
Corey Schou was recently
appointed a university
professor of informatics at
Idaho State University. He will
direct the Informatics Research Institute
and will continue to direct the National
Information Assurance Training and
Education Center. He also serves as
professor of computer information
systems and associate dean of the
College of Business.
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Chuck Bauernschmidt
writes, “Realizing that Rollins
was not represented at Harry’s
New York Bar (inventor of the
Bloody Mary) in Paris, I took it upon
myself to give them two Rollins
pennants. I helped put one up and they
assured me the other would be
displayed.” Michael and Donna
Brodie Regan ’68 are looking forward
to living in the North Carolina
mountains. Michael has accepted a
position with the Public Health Service
near Murphy, NC.
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John Marshall Kest tied for
the highest judicial rating
among 14 judges handling
major criminal and juvenile
cases in the Central Florida Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers annual
judicial poll, which was reported by the
Orlando Sentinel. John was elected to
circuit judgeship without opposition in
January 2003. Laura Willis Dansby
graduated from Mary Baldwin College
in Staunton, VA in 2004 with an MFA
in Shakespeare and Renaissance
Literature in Performance. Laura was in
the inaugural class of the program,
which is partnered with Shenandoah
Shakespeare, a company dedicated to
the performance of classical drama.
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William Miner is technical
liaison for high-end
computing and software
design and productivity in the
National Coordination Office for
Information Technology Research and
Development in Arlington, VA. Jeffrey
Skinner’s fifth book of poetry, Salt
Water Amnesia, will be published in
September 2005 by Ausable Press. In
2002, he was the James Merrill Poet-inResidence at the Merrill House in
Stonington, CT. R. Randolph
“Randy” Lyon, Jr. ’72MBA spoke to
more than 70 Crummer students and
alumni about peak performance in the
workplace as a leadership lecturer in
November. Randy is president of the
Central Florida region for The Ginn
Company, where he oversees the
development and management of
planned community properties.
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OCTOBER 17-23

Joan Scharfenberg Anderson
has maintained her position
as 6th grade team leader at
Coleman Middle School in
addition to other duties. This year she
was named Coleman Middle School’s
Teacher of the Year. She writes, “To be
recognized by your peers is the ultimate
compliment.”
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Peirce “PC” ’75 ’76MBA and
Katherine “Kit” Ivey Ward
report that their son, Colton,
was named Washington and
Lee Athlete of the Week in October
after leading the football team to a 4114 win over Guilford. Their daughter,
Whitney,
attended
Rollins, but
transferred to
Mary Baldwin
to live in the
same town as
her brother
and her
longtime
boyfriend,
Andrew Dana
’03, who is in
his second year of law school at
Washington and Lee. Whitney made
her debut in November and was joined
by Christie Jones ’05, Adam Gray ’02
’03MBA, Henry Fasoldt ’02, and
Jessica Klekamp ’04. Scott and Susan
Meade Sindelar still find the Southwest
“the place to be.” Susan is thrilled to be
working with Apt/Home Solutions in
Phoenix, AZ, where apartment
complexes are more like resorts. She
writes, “If you’re planning a visit or
relocation, give me a call.”
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After four years in the private
sector, Gregory Morris
returned to the State
Department in January 2003.
He is currently posted to the U.S.
Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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Bill MacLean has retired as
managing director of Fixed
Income for U.S. Bank/Piper
Jaffray in Minneapolis and is
pursuing a master’s degree in divinity.
His goal is to be ordained in the
Presbyterian Church. Laurence Hickey
’77MBA has been elected corporate
secretary for the Eastman Kodak
Company, according to TMCnet.com.
He also has been named an assistant
general counsel and vice president of
Kodak’s legal department and remains
the company’s chief governance officer.
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GIGI KEEFFE SCHWARTZMAN ’75 ■ A LIFE IN HARMONY
Big-time opera stars rarely aspire to
make their audiences giggle. They
usually do not encourage dancing in
the aisles, the wearing of silly hats, or
shouting at the loud parts. But Gigi
Keeffe Schwartzman ’75 is no
ordinary big-time opera star.
Sure, at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center she’s mezzo soprano Virginia
Keeffe. But at the zoo or the local
family festival, little kids in New York
state know her as Gigi, the lead singer
of the Lend Me a Hand Band, one of
the most popular kids musical groups
in the area.
At Lend Me a Hand gigs, it’s all hip-wiggling,
sing-along fun. “The kids want to be a part of the
music, dancing, singing, moving,” Schwartzman said.
Produced by her company Broken Ankle
Productions, the Lend Me a Hand Band combines
Schwartzman’s three passions in life: music, kids,
and her own family. The band features her husband
of 20 years, Larry (a former blues musician who is
now a pension manager—and bass player); Granny
Franny, Schwartzman’s mom Fran Keeffe, who was
a country western singer in her younger days; and
extended family members, who perform original
music written by Schwartzman. They do everything
from swing to calypso to doo-wop.
A music major and member of the Phi Mu sorority
at Rollins, Schwartzman has always put her “big
voice” to good use, making a name for herself in
operas and choral groups at some of the most
prestigious music halls in the country. But it was a
stint as a student teacher for her elementary
education minor at Rollins that eventually led
Schwartzman to use that big voice for little people.
“When they assigned me to student teach at Lake
Sybelia Elementary School, the school had been
streamlining deaf children into classes with hearing
children and my teaching had to incorporate both,”
she said.
At that time, integrated classes were unusual.
Using music as a connection between hearing and
deaf kids was unusual. But Schwartzman saw her
job as an unusual opportunity. “I learned to sign so I
could communicate with the kids. It was life-changing
for me. The deaf children would put their bodies up
against the piano as I played and they could feel the
beats and pulses. We all learned that we’re not so
different from each other. I’ve been using sign
language in my music and doing the interactive thing
ever since.”
That interactive thing involves her band, as well as
singing with about 400 kids every week in various
schools in the Scarsdale, New York area, where
Schwartzman grew up and still lives. She is director
of children’s music at Irvington Presbyterian Church,
teaches music at three nursery schools, runs music
for summer camps, and frequently presents
workshops at teacher training conferences.
For 15 years after graduating from Rollins,

Schwartzman and the
Lend Me a Hand Band

Schwartzman pursued her dream of being a worldclass singer. She has performed with the Connecticut
Grand Opera, the New York Gilbert and Sullivan
Players, the Lake George Opera, the Aspen Music
Festival, and the San Francisco Opera Center
Competition. And she still loves to perform. “But the
heart does lead you,” she said.
In 1985, Schwartzman, along with six friends,
became gravely ill with what doctors were calling
vasculitis, but which Schwartzman believes might
have been an early case of Lyme disease. She was
hospitalized for a month and had to learn to walk and
talk again. “I’m fine now,” she said. “But it gave me
time to think. What do I really love? I made a big
decision then that my heart wasn’t in the opera and
the traveling any more. So I started writing children’s
music and here I am.” To date, Schwartzman has
written more than 200 songs for children, including
educational music for the New York Aquarium and
the “O is for Opera” program presented in
Scarsdale’s public schools each year.
Life is quite a show for this singer, songwriter,
educator, and mother to 9-year-old Evan. “It’s a
balancing act. I have learned to be a woman for the
age we’re living in. I’m writing songs as I’m doing the
dishes. I’m Midnight Mom on the computer, jotting
down music in the studio I have set up here in the
house. But my most important job is being a mom.”
Learning to balance multiple interests was one of
the many benefits of a Rollins education,
Schwartzman said, not just because it led her to that
music program at Lake Sybelia. “If I had been stuck
in a conservatory, I never would have followed the
path I’m on now. Rollins teaches you not to box
yourself in, in your life or in your thinking. I changed
my mind several times while I was there and since
then about I what I wanted to do with my life. It’s
wonderful to have the freedom to go off on tangents.”
Schwartzman remembers her time at Rollins as
her era of personal growth. “I was in a Noel Coward
musical my junior year and I thought I knew it all. I
mean, I could sing—how hard could it be? I quickly
learned I was out of my league. What a humbling
experience. I found as a performer I had a lot to
learn. And I‘ve set myself up to keep learning, to keep
evolving, as a performer and as a person.”
—Leigh Brown Perkins
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book written by my
mother’s friend. The
book was later turned
into a movie. As time
has gone by, I’ve grown
to appreciate those
great experiences.”
Stromquist was perhaps most profoundly
impacted by the great
debates he had with his
sociology professor, Dr.
Phil Weiss. “The most
memorable thing that he
said was in 1979. The
Soviets had just invaded
Afghanistan, and he
said, ‘There will be no class tomorrow. I
want you to all go to the beach and enjoy
yourselves because this may be the end of
the world as we know it.’ It was all part of
his way of engaging us.”
Today, Stromquist, who was reconnected
to Rollins in 1994 when he participated in
an alumni trip to Washington, D.C., is
engaged by his service on the Rollins
College Alumni Board. “Rollins is a big part
of my past, and because of what the Board
is doing, it’s a connection to the future, as
well,” he said. “I want to live our mission
‘Connected for Life.’” He is particularly
excited about the Association’s new alumni
travel program, which is being launched
this year.
“Remaining involved with the College
provides a window into how education has
changed, what students are learning, how
they’re taught...it’s fascinating,” Stromquist
said. “I’ve gained a profound respect for the
faculty, staff, and administrators of the
College for all of their hard work that makes
Rollins what it is. In addition, I’ve benefited
from the great business and networking
ideas of fellow board members.”
Stromquist has a deep appreciation for
President Emerita Rita Bornstein and her
many contributions to Rollins and is excited
about the College’s 14th President, Lewis
Duncan. “I heard President Duncan say
that he’s ‘hit the ground listening,’”
Stromquist said. “Seeking to understand
gives him a great deal of credibility. Rollins
in great hands.” —Ann Marie Varga ’82
ILYSE GERBER ’00HH

When he thought
about going to college,
David Stromquist had
initially envisioned
himself at a big
university—one with a
football team. Born and
raised in Atlanta, his
parents wanted him to
go to a small school for
the first two years and
said that after that he
could do as he wished.
He learned about
Rollins from Billy Barker
’75—a soccer star at
his hometown Lovett
High School who had gone on to play
soccer at Rollins. “I ended up falling in love
with Rollins and I didn’t want to leave,”
Stromquist recalled. “The size of the school
and the friendships that I created made it
impossible to even consider leaving.”
He’s certainly put his college degree to
good use. The business and economics
major has found that his studies have
served him well in his role as head of
finance and operations for Stromquist &
Company. Founded by his father in 1951,
the company is a distributor of heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning controls.
“Being in a family business is wonderful
because it does afford you some flexibility,”
shared Stromquist, whose wife Myra and
8-year-old son David Anders are at the
heart of what matters most to him. “There
can be tremendous pressure, but I’ve not
had to travel a great deal, so it’s allowed
me to be there with my family and watch
my son grow.”
Stromquist remembers his campus
years with fondness and has only one
regret: “I didn’t study history because my
friends said there was a grueling amount of
reading,” he said. “That makes me cringe
because history is fascinating to me now.”
He immersed himself in his major during
first three years, which allowed him to
spend most of his senior year enjoying the
liberal arts offerings. “I loved Winter Term.
Once I traveled to London with Dr. Don Hill
and in another course we had to read a
book and write a screenplay. I chose a

After five years with USTrust, Garrison
Lickle ’77MBA recently accepted a
position as managing director and
regional president of Lehman Brothers
Trust Company NA. His son,
Cameron, graduated from the Naval
Academy as captain of the tennis team
and a Hall of Fame award winner. He is
in the Navy’s Surface Warfare Nuclear
Program and returned from the Persian
Gulf for a visit at Thanksgiving.
Garrison’s daughter, Sasha Lickle ’04, is
earning her doctorate in psychology at
Nova University.
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Blake Lorenz has published a
book called Visits to the Gate
of Heaven, which is available
at Amazon.com

Scott Coleman ’79MBA was
promoted to president, Upper
Midwest Region, and office
managing director at JobPlex,
Inc. in June 2004. He also moved into a
new home in June. Todd Munson
’79MBA was promoted to president of
Bank One’s Kentucky region in
October 2004. His oldest son, Ben
Munson ’04 ’05MBA is captain of the
Rollins 2004-05 soccer team and will
graduate from the Crummer School in
May. Todd writes, “It’s great being back
in Kentucky, but I will always miss
Winter Park.” Thomas Kuntz assumed
the duties of president and CEO of
SunTrust’s Florida Banking Group in
January 2005. He previously was
chairman, president, and CEO of
SunTrust Bank, South Florida.
Sloan Kelly reports that her
company, Duck Designs, has
become a full-time commitment. Sloan designs user
interfaces for software companies and
Web sites. She would be happy to
discuss Web design and development
with Rollins alumni who are either
developing a site or work in software
development. Randy Carson recently
finished his first year at his second
restaurant, The Park Steakhouse in Park
Ridge, NJ. His other restaurant, Matt’s
Grill in New York City, just celebrated
its 10-year anniversary. He lists the
following “esteemed Rollins graduates”
who have frequented both establishments: Bob Benjamin ’81, Rick
White ’93MA, Pete Samaha ’82,
Gordon Hall ’81, Mike McDonald
’81, Roderick Brush ’80, Brian
Lawlor ’79, Chip Irish ’81, Ted
Biesanz ’79, Bill Dowling ’81, Mary
Dowling ’81, and Jeff Malken ’80.
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Randy and his wife, Diane, have three
children: Savannah, 11, Jenna, 8, and
Wayne, 5.
Elizabeth “Beth”
Barnhorst (see Weddings)
and her husband, Peter, live
in Durham, NH, where
Beth is a sales manager for Cingular,
and Peter is a technical analyst for
Liberty Mutual Insurance. They have
four sons: Chris and Tyler Hunt and
Spencer and Parker Eastman. Bruce
Barber II has spent his postRollins/Yale years working in the
Episcopal Church in Westport, CT
and Albuquerque, NM, where he
recorded two CDs with his cathedral
choir and was awarded a Bravo Award
for Excellence in Musical
Performance by the city. He is
currently at St. James Episcopal
Cathedral in Chicago. His partner,
Bernard Zinck, is a concert violinist,
who teaches at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Chris “Mad
Dog” Russo’s popular “Mike & the
Mad Dog” radio show, which airs on
New York City’s 660 WFAN, was
listed among Sports Illustrated’s top
12 sports talk radio shows from
around the nation in the magazine’s
Nov. 8 edition.
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Beverly Gould Hayes
graduated in May 2004 with
a master of liberal studies
degree from the Hamilton
Holt School at Rollins. Theo
McWhite is the new head basketball
coach at Osceola High School. Ana
Abad has been busy raising her three
children and pursuing a career as a
program director for the UVA Health
System Dietetic Internship, as a
pediatric nutrition support specialist
within UVA-HS Pediatric ICU, and
as a national speaker and speaker
consultant for Mead Johnson. She is
thankful to Rollins for providing her
with an excellent education and a
firm foundation in the sciences. Jim
Bowden has been hired as general
manager of the Washington-bound
Montreal Expos. The former
Cincinnati Reds general manager was
the youngest general manager in
major league history when he took
that position in
1992. Yvette
Laugier has been
named vice
president/general
manager of U.S.
Operations for
Click Clack, a New
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BILL GORDON II ’84 ■ LIVING THE HIGH SCHOOL LIFE
If the idea of today’s teenagers
one day being senators and
surgeons terrifies you, permit
William R. Gordon II ’84 to
reassure you that the future is in
good hands. “I have a positive
outlook on what kids are going to
do for our country,” Gordon said.
“They are economically savvy.
They are very global in their
thinking. They understand the
impact of technology. They’re
children of the information age.”
As principal of Winter Park High School, rated
one of the top public high schools in the country,
Gordon knows a bit about the topic. Winter Park
High, just down the road from Rollins, is
nationally recognized for its academics, athletics,
and arts, with U.S. News & World Report ranking
it 170 out of 8,500 American public high schools.
“Our International Baccalaureate program is in
the top one percent in the world,” Gordon said.
“That brings in a high-caliber student. It’s very
rigorous.” Eleven National Merit Scholars were
among last year’s graduating seniors, who were
offered more than $7 million in scholarships.
With 3,400 students, Winter Park High boasts
a large Advanced Placement and honors
curriculum. It is one of only four State of Florida
Music Demonstration Schools, making it a model
for music, orchestra, band, and drama departments at other schools. Its ROTC program is one
of the best in Florida, which has permitted the
school to nominate nine instead of the normally
allotted three candidates to the Naval, Air Force,
and West Point academies. Its athletic department
has won the State All-Sports Award three of the
six years Gordon has been principal. And the
Department of Education has given Winter Park
High its Five Star rating, awarded to schools with
exemplary community involvement.
Little wonder that Gordon expects great
things of our future diplomats, doctors, curators,
and composers. “I have a strong sense that
students today are more committed to their
studies,” he said. “They know where the job

Zealand-based housewares manufacturer. She continues to live in
Chicago and loves the city.
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Dean Kilbourne reports that
daughters Olivia and Victoria
enjoyed their summer
vacation and brought a little

market is, what they can do with
their degree. They are much more
focused than we were.”
Perhaps no more so than
Gordon, however, who seemed to
be confident of his direction from
the start. In fact, Gordon was a
pretty sure thing even before he
signed his name on the Rollins
admission form. Having grown up
in Winter Park, he knew the
campus well. His father was an
alumnus, Bill Gordon Sr. ’51.
What’s more, his dad was on the Rollins staff,
first as alumni director, then as vice president of
development. Gordon the younger even had his
major pegged quite early on. “My dad has been
in education for 40 years,” said Gordon, who
has an elementary education degree from
Rollins, a master’s from Nova Southeastern
University, and is working toward a Ph.D. from
the University of Central Florida. “He definitely
brought me in that direction.”
To have followed in your father’s footsteps is
one thing, but to have retread your own is quite
another: Gordon actually graduated from Winter
Park High, where he is now the man in charge.
“It’s weird, I know,” he laughed. “And my dad
even taught at Winter Park years ago.”
Gordon speaks highly—and fondly—of his
Rollins experience and is a great proponent of
liberal arts education. “There is a population of
students who benefit from focusing on a narrow
path, who absolutely should go to MIT or Harvard
to study math or science. But we also have kids
who are talented academically, who can exercise
rigor in their areas of interest, but who want to
experience and understand broader ideas.”
It is for those students, he said, that a liberal
arts education is a perfect fit. And it is for them
that Gordon has maintained a strong relationship
with Rollins. “We try to create opportunities for
our kids to commingle with the students and
faculty there,” he said. “I couldn’t feel any better
about sending our students to Rollins College.”
—Leigh Brown Perkins

bit of Rollins
to the
Connecticut
shore in the
form of their
Rollins pails
and shovels.

T. Todd Pittenger was named
as one of the top 42 “votegetters” in Florida Trend
magazine’s “Up-And-Coming
Legal Elite.” He also is president of the
Orlando chapter of the Federal Bar
Association and has been appointed to a
one-year term as one of three lawyer
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GREG ECKSTEIN ’89 ■ SAVORING SWEET SUCCESS IN SINGAPORE
Greg Eckstein ’89 has
garnered a reputation for
being something of an expert
on conducting business in
Asia, and a number of
companies have capitalized
on this expertise. Last year,
Channel Enablers became
the latest company to profit
from Eckstein’s 12-year
information technology
background when they
acquired his company, The
Fourth Dimension. Channel
Enablers provides IT
companies with training and
consulting for establishing channels via
which they can take their products to market
in Asia. Eckstein has continued working for
the company, managing their Asia-Pacific
operations while earning his MBA from the
University of Chicago GSB program.
Eckstein’s Asian experience began quite
“by accident” in 1993 when Parametric
Technology, the company for which he was
working at the time, transferred him to
Singapore to initiate operations in Asia
Pacific. By the end of 1996, Parametric
Technology had grown to $90 million. In
1996, Rand Worldwide hired Eckstein away
to start up their Asia Pacific business, moving
him to Tokyo, where he lived until early 1998
building the company through acquisitions
across the Asia Pacific region. He then
moved back to Singapore to establish the
company’s Asia Pacific headquarters. By the
time he left to start his own company in 2002,
he had helped grow Rand’s Asia Pacific
business into a $30-million operation.
According to Eckstein, Asia holds tremendous promise for IT companies who know
how to efficiently take their products to
market. “In the past, IT companies used to
rely on direct sales forces to do this, but now
they are having to build channels to achieve
their business objectives and compete
profitably…especially in Asia,” he explained.
Eckstein earned his B.A. from Rollins in
economics, but he says he acquired many of
his team-building and problem-solving skills
as a shooting guard for the Tars for four years
(he attended the College on a basketball
scholarship). “That experience taught me the
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importance of working hard,
setting goals and working
towards them, accepting
wins and losses and
capitalizing on both, and
learning leadership
strategies and persistence,”
he said. “I would consider
myself very social in those
days, and I learned how to
represent myself and the
college professionally.”
Representing himself
professionally is obviously a
lesson he learned well.
Eckstein has helped some of
the world’s largest IT companies—IBM, HP,
Oracle, Verisign, Cisco, Autodesk, SAP—
establish and manage their channel
strategies in Asia. He focuses on the training
side of the business and, in his business
dealings, has been able to communicate in
Japanese and Indonesian.
Eckstein says he enjoys Singapore for its
cultural diversity as well as its fast-paced
business and social life. He also loves the
weather and the fact that the city is centrally
located among the major business hubs in
the region. But what he loves most about
Singapore is that it is also home to his wife of
four years, Atin, and his two daughters,
Kalila, 2, and Sydney, 9 months.
The Eckstein family also spends part of the
year at their second home in Bali, Indonesia
(Atin’s home country), an area hit hard by the
recent tsunami. “Fortunately, our family is
fine, but the disaster and the devastation is of
biblical proportions,” Eckstein said. “The
region is in shock from what took place. I am
heading a committee associated with the
University of Chicago to build schools in
Indonesia and help make a difference.”
Eckstein plans to continue living in Asia
and running Asia Pacific for firms based in
North America. “This gives me the opportunity
to come home more often to the States,
which I really miss after 12 years. Maybe
we’ll move back when the kids are ready to
start school. Hopefully, by the time they’re
ready for college, Glenn Wilkes, Jr. will still be
the head women’s basketball coach and they
can play under him at Rollins!”
—Tania S. Calderon ’03MLS

members on the district-wide Bench
and Bar committee for the Middle
District of Florida.
Sam
Hocking,
regional
managing
director for Banc of
America Securities
Prime Brokerage
business in the Southwest, has been
named regional managing director for
the West Coast, as well. Robert
Champion (see Weddings) and his wife,
Dr. Lenka Soltes, spent a week at the
Colony Resort in Long Boat Key, FL
for their honeymoon.
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Barbara Ward Meyer started
a new job this year as guidance
counselor at Stoughton High
School, which is only a 15minute commute from her home. In
May, she enjoyed visits from classmates
Beth Zanarini and Megan Thomas
Hollister ’88 on Cape Cod.
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Susan Clary was elected to
Soil and Water Conservation
Group 4 in Orange
County, FL.

Amy Gordon is working
toward a master of social work
degree at Bryn Mawr College.
Robert Ross is a retired
investor. He divides his time between
New Jersey and Belize. While in Belize,
he studies Mayan archeology. Rob
Beall is CEO of Ledo Pizza System,
Inc., a franchise concept his family
created in 1989. Ledo currently has 70
locations and is the nation’s 32nd largest
pizza chain. Ledo will open its first
Orlando-based franchise in January
2005 in Altamonte Springs. Robert
Feher has returned to the practice of law
with an emphasis on family law, and he
and his wife, Jill, have returned “home”
to New Jersey after living in San
Francisco. They now live in the same
town as Robert’s brother, David L.
Feher ’84, and his family.
Shannon Goessling was
appointed executive director
of the Southeastern Legal
Foundation, an Atlanta-based
constitutional public interest law firm
and policy center. She is responsible for
overseeing the administrative, policy,
and legal work of the firm. Additional
information is available at www.southeasternlegal.org. Howard Boyd “Trey”
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Kathleen Gannon was
named Elementary Guidance
Counselor of the Year in
Osceola County, FL for the
2003-2004 school year. She also serves
as treasurer/membership chair for the
Florida Counseling Association.
Brytton
Baker
Eldredge
works part
time as an
otolaryngologist, specializing in pediatric ENT
and adult head and neck cancer. Her
husband, Mark, is a hospital administrator from Northern California. They
have two children, Ian, 2, and Isabel, 1.
Brytton still talks to her best friend,
Meg Elias Sweeterman, almost daily.
She would love to hear from her Rollins
friends and Theta sisters.
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Danielle Farese Milburn and
her family have moved to
Huntersville, NC, where
Danielle has co-founded an
integrative psychological practice called
Lake Norman Pediatric Therapy. The
practice, which opened in November,
provides psychological services as well as
speech/language therapy, occupational
therapy, educational tutoring, and
career guidance. Lisa Feola Lorenz (see
Weddings) and her husband, Jason
traveled to the island of Curacao for
their honeymoon. They live in the Los
Angeles area. Tory Taylor (see Family
Additions) practices law at a private
insurance defense firm and teaches a
class on how to try a case at South Texas
College of Law with his wife, Chay.
Tarita Virtue recently changed careers
from a “private investigator to the stars”
to an actress, model, and spokesperson.
She has a small part in the new John
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Travolta film, Be Cool, which is
scheduled for release in February 2005,
and has appeared in several other films,
music videos, and public service
announcements. Her Web site is
www.taritavirtue.com.
Cheryl Carter Flagler (see
Family Additions) lives in
Jacksonville, IL, where she
works as a photographer and
designs courses for corporations. Her
husband, Andy, is an insurance agent
with The Flagler Agency. Kirk Nalley
’01MBA has been named general
manager of ISP Sport’s staff at
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of American politics at Juniata
College, a small liberal arts school in
central Pennsylvania. He and his wife,
Rebecca, live in Marklesburg, PA.

Broadhead Cashel. Jonathan Charlson
(see Family Additions) has a new job as
vice president and small business
relationship manager at HSBC Bank.

Lisa Moody Louw writes,
“The Christmas baby I was
hoping for didn’t arrive until
after New Year’s thus beginning my new career as full-time mom.
My husband and I live in Gainesville,
where he works for the biotech
company, Regeneration Technologies,
Inc. I’d love to have news of or
information from Heather Klinger.”
Miguel Lewis is a psychology intern at

Tyler Sten Carlson
completed his second
marathon on October 31,
when he finished the Marine
Corps Marathon in Washington, DC
with a time of 3:51, beating his 2000
San Diego Marathon time of 3:58. Bill
and Barbara Feller Christensen ’96
have relocated from New York City to
Zurich, Switzerland, where Bill has a
new job with Geberit International as
European marketing manager. Bill had
worked for JPMorgan in their
marketing and advertising department
after earning his MBA at the University
of Chicago.
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10 YEARS AGO...

Kristina Ayers recently
moved to Miami, where she is
pursuing a master’s degree in
architecture. She writes, “It’s
great to be back in sunny weather.”
Leslie “Bug” Poole Gallagher (see
Family Additions) writes, “On July 29,
2004, my husband, Tom, returned
home safely from serving in Iraq for
seven months to meet his new
daughter, Reilly.” Katie Berman Viera
(see Family Additions) has started her
own children’s Web site called
sugarfreckle.com. Dario Moore was
the subject of a feature article in the
Orlando Sentinel in November. Dario,
who has a master’s degree in dance from
American University in Washington,
DC, dances part-time, teaches at
Valencia Community College and at
Central Florida YMCAs, and has his
own dance company called U-Turn.
After earning an MBA from
Hitotsubashi University and spending
three years in Tokyo, Greg Corrin has
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Coffie III ’92MAT (see Weddings)
teaches English as a second language at
a junior college in South Korea. Ben
Subin has joined the Orlando law firm
of Holland & Knight as a litigation
partner. He is on the firm’s Construction Industry Team, which is one of the
largest in the United States. He
previously was a litigation partner at
Baker & Hostetler.

Villanova, according to the Orlando
Sentinel. Kirk had been associate
general manager for ISP at UCF for
two years and spent five years as
assistant athletic director for business
at Rollins. After earning his doctorate
in American politics in 2002 from the
University of Texas at Austin, Dennis
Plane spent two years as a visiting
assistant professor at Gallaudet
University in Washington, DC.
Currently, he is an assistant professor

the St. Louis Metropolitan Psychiatric
Hospital and will complete his doctorate
in clinical psychology in August 2005.
Katharine “Katie” Davis Middleton
and her husband, David, have two
children: Bridger, 4, and Abigail, 2.
They live in Thomasville, GA, where
Katie has an interior design business,
and David is a financial advisor. Katie
keeps in close touch with former classmates Meredith Tuttle Wood-Prince,
Stacey Garfunkel Peterson, and Kristen

ALUMNI ENSURE FRIEND’S MEMORY LIVES ON
Update on Nick Yerkes Scholarship Fund
A year ago, Rollins friends and KA fraternity brothers of Nick Yerkes ’92, who
passed away on July 31, 2003, established a scholarship fund in their friend’s
memory. One mailing alone brought in $25,000, and to date, nearly $35,000
has been raised to support The John Nicholas Yerkes ’92 Memorial Scholarship
Fund. The merit-based scholarship will be awarded annually to a Rollins senior studying sociology who is
“uniquely humorous and exhibits a zest for life.” Rollins plans to name the first John Nicholas Yerkes ’92
Memorial Scholar in the fall of 2005. Contributions may be made to: the John Nicholas Yerkes ’92
Memorial Scholarship Fund, Rollins College, 1000 Holt Ave. – 2724, Winter Park, FL 32789-4499.
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TJ’s Alumni
Invited to
Create
Rollins
Memento
Alumni who worked as students in Rollins’ Thomas P.
Johnson Student Resource Center (fondly called TJ’s) have
been recognized for their service with a plaque in the Center
bearing their name. The Center’s staff invites alumni of TJ’s
visiting the campus to make a rubbing of their plaque—and
here is Joy Ahlering ’98, sister of Jane Ahlering ’04, doing
just that while on campus in May for Jane’s graduation. Joy
was on the staff of the Academic Resource Center (pre-TJ’s)
as well as the Writing Center before graduating with a double
major in German and international relations. ■

moved to the Northeast and is working
in the publishing industry. He is a
product manager at O’Reilly Media in
Cambridge, MA. He is interested in
hearing from other area alumni who
like to spend weekends at the Sunday
River or Sugarloaf ski areas.
Kristen Guarisco recently
graduated from LSU Nursing
Anesthesia School and is
working as a nurse anesthetist
at Children’s Hospital, New Orleans.
Lindsey Winick Foley and her
husband, Tom, bought a house in
Lindsey’s hometown, Marblehead, MA.
Lindsey is an art producer and works
from home. Tom is a film/commercial
director with Independent Media in
Los Angeles. They spend a lot of time
with Jennifer McBriar Mast ’95 and
her husband, Ben. Brian Sage, an
American impressionist oil painter, was
the featured artist in the January 2004
issue of Coastal Boating magazine and
won first place for oil in the A.E. Backus
Four-County Juried Show. His Web site
is sageartworks.com.
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Matt Certo was featured in
an Orlando Sentinel article
about the challenges that face
young bosses in the
workplace. Matt is president of
Websolvers, the Winter Park-based
Web-design business he started when
he was 19. Eric Frantzen writes, “It
seems that no matter where my travels
take me, I run into interesting Rollins
graduates. This past summer, I ran into
Richard “Dick” Every ’49 and his
daughter, Christie, at Nippers on Great

’98
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Michael Acton recently
moved back to Central
Florida after teaching
English at schools in
Japan with the JET Programme.
While in Japan, he traveled to
China, Australia, and Sri Lanka.
Marc Bianchi ’04MBA has been
named a security analyst/portfolio
manager in the Growth Equity
Investing Team at Turner
Investment Partners, an investment-management firm that
invests more than $13 billion on
behalf of institutions and individuals.
Chris Wilson has been living in
Philadelphia since graduation. He
tries to keep in touch with many of his
friends from Rollins, especially his
fraternity brothers, and recently spent
time with Matt Sarbello ’99. Larissa
Miller Hardesty has been teaching
for Orange County Public Schools for
the past four years. She is now taking
time off to raise her son, Vincent.

Guana Cay
in the
Abacos.
Dick is truly
an asset to
the Rollins
legacy and at
age 70+
continues to sail through the Abacos
every summer from his home in
Daytona Beach, FL.”
Gabrielle Light is enrolled in
the full-time MBA program
at Pepperdine University’s
Graziadio School of Business
and Management in Malibu, CA. Nate
Morris was voted president elect for
The Mortgage Bankers Association of
Central Florida and will become
president in September 2005. Remi
Matsumoto has lived in Tokyo and
Okinawa, Japan, for the past five years.
Remi is back in the United States as a
visiting scholar at Stanford University.
Her field of research is industry
university relations and development.
Brian Harper moved from Atlanta to
Breckenridge, CO in August. Jimmy
’98 and Christina Gutierrez Ford (see
Family Additions) have had an eventful
year. Christina graduated in May 2004
from the University of Miami with a
doctorate in molecular and cellular
pharmacology, and Jimmy learned in
June that he was accepted into the
pulmonary and critical care fellowship
program at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He will start
the program in July 2005.
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Matt Porter writes, “Since I
graduated from Rollins in
December 2001, the
business world has definitely
been a roller coaster. I currently find
myself working in sales for a company
called Shared Insights in Boston, MA.
Caroline Rich lives in Los Angeles,
CA. She recently performed in a
comedy show called Skits-O-Phrenia
2004 and is currently preparing for
her next comedy show. In October,
Pfc. Richard Farrer left for Camp
Lejeune to train with the infantry after
completing 13 weeks of recruit
training at the Marine Corps Recruit
Depot in Parris Island, SC. He
expected to be sent to Iraq within four
months. He writes, “I just want to
thank Rollins for giving me a good
education, especially those faculty
members in the Classics Department.
God Bless you all.” Luisa Valdes
’04MBA was recently hired by Publix
Super Markets, Inc. as a human
resources investigator based out of the
company’s corporate office in
Lakeland, FL. Publix is the largest
employee-owned retail grocery
company in the nation with more
than 123,000 associates and more
than 800 stores in the Southeast.
Kathleen Hughes recently moved
from New Jersey to Washington, DC
and also made a career change. She is
no longer teaching and is now
working in sales and marketing. She
writes, “Anyone in need of test prep
materials or information on review
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classes for graduate programs, please
let me know.” Trevor Capon is in his
second year of teaching English with

the Peace Corps in Turkmenistan.
During the summer, he co-directed a
model U.N. camp for youth, made
possible by a U.S. Embassy grant. In
October, he met his parents in the
Republic of the Maldives, off the coast
of India, for an exotic surfing vacation.
He can be contacted at
trevorcapon@hotmail.com and
trevorcapon18@yahoo.com. Andrea
Siegel Glassmeyer (see Weddings) and
her husband, Matt, live in Loveland,
Ohio. Daniel Blair remains active as a
DJ in Miami’s design district and was
featured as one of Street Magazine’s “30
Under 30: Miami’s Smart, Young Set is
Making a Difference” in June. He also
will be featured in an Adidas and
XCLR8R book on DJs and their home
equipment.
For the past two years, Mary
LaBarge has been pursuing a
graphic design degree at
Portfoliocenter in Atlanta,
GA. After graduation, she plans to stay
in Atlanta for about five years until she
is well established in her career. Scott
Filter has been promoted to senior
financial aid counselor at George
Washington University, where he is
pursuing a master’s degree. Last
summer, he completed an educational
leadership class with a research paper on
the leadership style of Rita Bornstein.
He also has been named Volunteer of
the Year for the National Stonewall
Democrats. Maruxa Faustmann
Murphy (see Weddings) is working
toward a master’s degree in mental
health counseling at Rollins. Jim
Singler is attending the University of
Dayton School of Law and has
accepted a position with the Cincinnati
law firm of Keating, Muething &
Klekamp. He will start work in
September 2005 and will work in the
real estate and private client groups.
Anne Devon Dutcher will be in New
Zealand until March 22, 2005,
working with the trainer for the Atlanta
Polo Club. Wendy Meyer purchased
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SPOTLIGHT
her first home and has moved on to a
career in environmental consulting. Liz
Rubin is acting and performing
standup comedy at the NYC Comedy
Club and keeps in close touch with
Claire Lewis, Scott Sherry, and Ashley
Roth ’03, who also live in New York
City. Liz Claire, and Ashley also remain
friends with Jen Lemelman, April
Grunow, Lindsay Longmire, Annie
McGrane, and Mariel Sosa. Pictured
are (l-r) Claire Lewis, April Grunow, Liz

Rubin, and Ashley Roth. Also, pictured
are Liz Rubin, Claire Lewis, Lindsay

ON

YO U N G A L U M N I

Young Alumni Find Their Calling
Amy Scholsohn ’03
amyscholsohn@yahoo.com
After being recruited by a production company to audition for a “surprise”
reality show last September, Amy Scholsohn flew to the West Coast for a
weekend to be filmed enjoying the high life in L.A. On her last night in the
city, she was blindfolded, had her ears plugged, and was unwittingly led
onto the stage at the 56th Annual Primetime Emmy Awards—where she
was shocked to find herself among a host of famous actors and was asked
to deliver the trophy for Best Reality/Competition Show. “It was strange to have all these
celebrities watching you,” she commented. Following the ceremony, many of them commended
Scholsohn on her performance and good humor and good performance. She subsequently did
more than 30 radio interviews and appeared on numerous talk shows, enjoying herself most on
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno. She says the confidence she gained in the Rollins environment
helped her remain “surprisingly comfortable during this surreal event.” Out of the limelight for the
time being, Scholsohn currently works as a personal assistant to a Winter Park resident.

Robert Piziali ’95
rob@tastingonmain.com

Longmire, Mariel Sosa, and Ashley
Roth. Laura Moss lives in Houston,
TX, where she recently purchased a
house. She enjoys her work in
restaurant management and recently
took on more responsibilities managing
a second location.
Trevin Cooper is working
toward a master’s degree in
theatre studies at the
University of Oklahoma.
Marcie Weinstein teaches high school
English at Piper High School in Sunrise,
Florida. Liz Dickey is a fourth grade
teacher at Lake Highland Prep in
Orlando and has started her course
work toward a master’s degree in
elementary education. Melissa Ortiz is
a member of the 2004-05 Actors
Theatre of Louisville Apprentice
Company, an ensemble of 22 studentactors who study the art of theater under
the tutelage of the finest professionals in
the American theater. She writes, “It’s
the hardest work I’ve ever done, and I
love every second of it!” Evan Shapiro
has accepted a full-time account
executive position with the Los Angeles
Avengers of the Arena Football League.
Evan was an executive academy recruit
of Game Face, Inc, an international
training and career placement company
that assists individuals launching a career
in sports.

’03

After graduating, Robert Piziali gained communications and marketing
experience while working as an Internet producer in San Francisco. He
returned to the East Coast in 1999 to earn his MBA from the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, in business administration. Piziali now runs
Tasting on Main, a collective wine-tasting room in the heart of the Napa
Valley that offers boutique wines exposure and patrons the opportunity to experience a
diverse group of exclusive wines. He works closely with 10 small wineries and has assisted
them in strengthening their brands, increasing sellers and distributors, and attaining
representation in local restaurants. Tasting on Main also offers information on wine tasting and
the industry itself, as well as instruction on the process and other special events. Piziali feels
his studies at Rollins prepared him for his entrepreneurial efforts by giving him the skills
needed to communicate effectively with his staff and develop strong business partnerships. In
his free time, when not with 2-year-old daughter Tia, he enjoys skiing.

Oliver “Piper” Quinn ’97
pquin1@aol.com
Entrepreneur Piper Quinn has not left his Rollins days behind. After
developing two start-up companies, he still acknowledges his college
experience as providing “the cornerstone of a successful life.”
Following a move to New York, Quinn developed the Internet company
Citrusnow.com, which sells Florida citrus online. This venture brought
him back to Florida, where he successfully ran the company for five
years before turning his focus to the development of Emergency Contact Network, an
organization that acts as a liaison between injured individuals and their loved ones. Quinn
recognizes that his education prepared him to challenge himself and take risks in his
business ventures, elements he considers integral parts of a successful career. “Rollins is
an amazing place,” he said. “It’s a wonderful community filled with great people, and it
offers such a broad educational experience.” Quinn pursued his degree with versatility in
mind, seeking a major that would not define his career, but would facilitate continual
evolvement through the course of his life. He travels during his free time and considers
surviving Florida’s serial hurricanes last year a major achievement in his life!
—Leigh A. Lowry ’06
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Q&A A L U M N I P E R S P E C T I V E S

William Butler Yeats said, “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” When asked about their
Rollins days, alumni almost invariably recount memories of professors who made a difference in their lives. The
following alumni shared their stories of that one special professor who encouraged and motivated them to do their best.

{

“Which Rollins professor was the greatest
inspiration to you and why?”

Dr. Catherine A. Hammett-Stabler ’74
Director of Clinical Toxicology, UNC-Chapel Hill
catherine_hammett-stabler@med.unc.edu

This is an easy one: Dr. Herbert
Hellwege. For me, he has come to
represent an ideal educator. In the
classroom, he was very passionate about
the material he was teaching and it was
clear that he cared about all of his
students. He challenged the brightest,
while giving a needed hand to others. But what I now recognize and think
remarkable was that he set high expectations for each of us based on our
individual abilities and strengths. He had a keen eye and was able to
recognize a strength that others didn't. Then he set about nurturing that
strength, which caused each of us to do his or her best.
In the lab, he taught beyond techniques. He taught us that patience
and persistence often contribute more to research than expensive
equipment. He taught us that data must be verified and verified again.
He instilled confidence by allowing us to use instruments typically
reserved in most universities for graduate students or post-doctoral
fellows. He engaged us in research early—independent studies were
encouraged in the freshman year and mandatory by senior year.
Finally, he introduced me to clinical chemistry, though at the time I
didn't realize it. He occasionally asked me to analyze samples he
received from the Louis C. Herring Company using x-ray diffraction. He
introduced techniques to us using biological samples—something that
would be impossible to do today. I even recall noticing an edition of
Tietz's Textbook of Clinical Chemistry on his desk one day. These things
must have stirred something within me, as clinical chemistry became my
chosen profession.
I can't tell you how wonderful it was to show Dr. Hellwege around the
exhibit hall when the AACC met in Orlando several years ago! (See
above photo.)
Jim Rice ’77 ’78MBA
Principal
Needham, Rice, Dorval & Associates
Orlando, FL
jrice@orlando.nef.com

Notorious people rarely shape people’s
lives, but those who are notable by their
actions have a lasting effect. That was this
writer’s thought when I read the question,
“Which Rollins professor was the greatest
inspiration to you and why?” in the recent
Alumni Record. Eight pages later came sad news that Dr. Elinor S. Miller
had passed away.
Dr. Miller has come to mind often through the years. She was my
freshman faculty adviser. Thankfully, she saw and often expressed the
humor of my having to take two semesters of French to meet an
34 ROLLINS ALUMNI RECORD

}

academic requirement. Her teaching made the challenge a little less
painful and much more interesting. Later, it was Dr. Miller’s wonderful
ability to communicate and encourage thinking through open discussion
that made her Colonialism in North and West Africa class a fascinating
journey. Candid, thoughtful, and thought-provoking, Dr. Miller was a
brilliant teacher with an unassuming manner and an amazingly quick,
often sarcastic wit. She was active on campus. She provided insights
about other cultures. She taught with honest enthusiasm for the
subjects. These qualities shaped her students and became a lasting
memory of the Rollins experience.
Dr. Miller didn’t seem to have a dramatic impact on our lives at the
time. She was not self-promoting; she put students and learning in the
forefront. But the leadership she showed, her enjoyment of teaching,
and the example she set every day, were inspirational.
Ayse Numan ’00
English Teacher, Naha Board of Education
Okinawa, Japan
aysenuman@yahoo.com

“Let There Be Light...” As an international student
from Istanbul, Turkey, I was profoundly inspired
during my time at Rollins College. This is in large
part due to a truly gifted individual and my favorite professor, Dr.
Thaddeus Seymour. It was only by chance, and my great fortune, that I
joined his class in my first semester. Had I not, I may never have
discovered my passion for teaching. He was not only a great teacher,
but also a great mentor for many. Through Professor Seymour, I have
seen how a person can live life to its fullest. At Rollins, our credo is “Let
There Be Light.” Professor Seymour truly helped me to find this light
within myself. He is the guiding light for me and for so many. Professor
Seymour, I have learned a lot from you, and your Robert Frost poem gift
comes with me wherever I go. Thank you for everything, “Arigatou” and
“Tesekkurler!”

QUESTION

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE:

“If you were stranded on a desert island
with only one book to read, what would you
want it to be and why?”

IF

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING
in the next Q&A Alumni Perspectives, please e-mail or mail
your answer (150 words maximum) and a photograph of
yourself (digital photos must be in jpg or tif format, minimum
300 dpi) to Ilyse Gerber in the Office of Alumni Relations at
igerber@rollins.edu or 1000 Holt Avenue - 2736, Winter Park,
FL 32790. Deadline: Monday, April 4, 2005.
Note: Rollins reserves all editorial rights and final decisions
for inclusion of Q&A submissions.

Amy Gallagher recently
moved to Colorado, where
she plans to attend graduate
school at Colorado University.
She is working at a children’s residential
facility and is trying to get her teaching
certification so that she can become a
teacher in their on-campus schools.
Ronald Butendieck is attending the
University of Florida College of
Medicine. In the fall, Allison Hertz
began her studies at Nova Southeastern
University Law School in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL. Chi O alumni
Gretchen Huff, Lindsay Laskowski,

’04

Paige Bradbury, and Nikki Hill are
pictured here with current student
Kristen Massimo ’05. Lauren Handy
is a communications assistant for the
American Association of Clinical
Endocrinologists in Jacksonville, FL.
Giselle Peruyera is pursuing a master’s
degree in international studies with a
thematic concentration in security
studies at Florida International
University in Miami, FL.

Rule the Road
Show your Rollins pride and drive in style with the
Rollins College license plate.

FA M I LY A D D I T I O N S

Attention Rollins alumni and friends living in the state of Florida:
When you renew your auto tag, be sure to ask for the Rollins license plate.
The plate may be purchased at any tag agency for just $25 above the cost
of regular plate fees. You need to be a Florida resident with a vehicle
registered in the state. It’s the perfect gift—for yourself or a fellow alum.
Best of all, the extra money goes to support the College’s operating expenses
as an unrestricted gift to The Rollins Fund.

’88 Christina Russell McDonald and
husband Robert, daughter Emma
Catherine, 7/14/04.

’84 Catherine Rodgers Ginssani and
husband Massimo, daughter
Annamaria “Mia,” 12/9/03.

’90 Herb Jahncke and Maya Wells,
daughter Chloe Caroline, 9/16/04.

Now you’re traveling in style.
T H E R O L L I N S C O L L E G E L I C E N S E P L AT E • I T ’ S

A

M AT T E R

OF

PRIDE

’91 Sam
Stark and
wife Heather,
son Benjamin
David,
8/28/04; Page Waller and husband
Frank McEneaney, son Brandt Waller
McEneaney, 9/8/04, who joins sister
Grace, 2; Nicole DeDominicis
McBride and husband Greg, son
SPRING 2005 35

REGIONAL EVENTS

* Member, Alumni Board of Directors
** Member, Rollins Board of Trustees
*** Member, Crummer Alumni Board

NEW YORK CITY

A T L A N TA

More than 90 alumni welcomed President Lewis M. Duncan and his wife, Dr.
Paula Hammer, at a reception in New York City in October. Thank you to
Steering Committee members Darrell Alfieri ’93, Ashley Stearns Burr ’98,
Brendan Contant ’89*, Lisa Krabbe Grunow ’71, Tori Hodges ’00, Jim Kelly
’93, J. Jay Mautner ’61, Ryan Saniuk ’94, and Pam Weiss van der Lee ’85.

In December, more than 75 Atlanta-area alumni attended a reception to
welcome President Lewis M. Duncan. Thank you to Steering Committee
members Jenni Brown ’02, Ray Fannon ’82*, Raanan Pritzker ’95 ’98MBA***,
Richard Spencer ’76, David Stromquist ’80*, Heidi Tauscher ’82, and Trevor
Woodhams ’73.

Left: (l-r) Raanan Pritzker ’95
’98MBA*** and President Lewis
Duncan
Below: (l-r) Liz Marbut Serravezza
’96HH, David Stromquist ’80*, and
Myra Stromquist

(l-r) Natalie
Hernandez ’04,
Ryan Saniuk
’94, and Tripp
Dolman ’04

(l-r) Betty de Giers
Armstrong ’41 and
Lois Hutzler
Below: (l-r) Dave Beltrami
’87, Shannon Bower ’87,
and Tom Elias ’87

Right: (l-r)
Lisa Meehan
Crosby ’94,
Drew Crosby,
and Tami
Dimond ’94

(l-r) Steve Farrelly
’92, Katherine
Golding, and Jim
Kelly ’93
Right: (l-r) Kathleen
Neitzel, Paul Neitzel, PhD
’69, Ray Fannon ’82*, and
Heidi Tauscher ’82

H O L I D AY O P E N H O U S E
Alumni visited the campus in December for the
annual Holiday Open House at the Alumni House
followed by Christmas Vespers in the Knowles Chapel.

(l-r) Erica Moyer,
Scott Beaton
’01, and Becky
Beran ’05

CENTRAL FLORIDA
Central Florida alumni joined alumni of
University of Miami and Vanderbilt University
in November at The Westin Grand Bohemian
Hotel for an evening of networking. More than
200 alumni were in attendance.

WA S H I N G T O N , D C

Above: (l-r) Seth
Stutman ’08, Kit
Johnson Rutledge ’52
and Burt Rutledge
Right: (l-r) Mike Stone
’67 and Andrea Scudder
Evans ’68*
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(l-r) Russ Blackmer, Gail Pattison
Blackmer ’69, and Peggy Sias
Lantz ’55

To view more regional event photos,
visit www.rollins.edu/alumni.

More than 140 alumni gathered at a reception
in Washington, D.C. in November to welcome
President Lewis M. Duncan. Thank you to
Steering Committee members Megan Fusco
Ames ’00, Andrew Czekaj**, Margaret Banks
Czekaj ’77, Michael Del Colliano ’72,
Greg Goldman ’01, Peter Kauffman ’66**,
PJ O’Donnell ’94, and Bobby Ourisman
’78*. We regret that photos from this event are
unavailable.

Timothy John “Timmy,” 7/27/04, who
joins brother Michael, 2.
’92 Tory Taylor and wife Chay, son
Samuel Ford, 8/10/04.
’93 Cheryl
Carter
Flagler and
husband
Andy,
daughter
Lauren
Carter, 7/28/04, who joins sister
McKenna Jordan, 3.
’94 Lisa Moody
Louw and husband
Johannes, son
Adrian, 1/5/04; Elise
Simko Schroeder
and husband Bob, daughter Caroline
Reilly, 6/2/04; Jonathan Charlson and
wife Katherine, daughter Lillian
Katherine, 3/14/04.
’95 Stephanie Cohen Lyons and
husband Michael, son Zachary Robert,
3/15/04; Melissa Arnold Kontaridis
and husband Chris, daughter Alexandra
Maria, 8/19/04, who joins sister
Caitlin, 2.
’96 Jennifer Thompson Bain and
husband James, son Nathan, 5/21/04;
Leslie “Bug”
Poole Gallagher
and husband
Tom, daughter
Reilly Alexandra,
6/27/04; Katie
Berman Viera
and husband James, daughter Lola
Rose, 5/27/04; Holly McCannon
Hineman and
husband Paul,
daughter Brooke
Ashley, 8/27/04;
Alan and Lua
Rudolph Hancock
’97, son Reed
Decker, 5/19/04.
’97 Julie Westendorf-Walker and
husband Donny, son Weston, 5/6/04;
Jennifer Mahoney Marshall and
husband Scott, son Grady Scott,
5/5/04.
’98 Michelle Rovira
Daly and husband
Christopher, daughter
Anastasia Caterina,
9/23/04, who joins
brother Miguel, 2.

’99 Nancy Vo Rooney and husband
Kendall, son Jackson Augustus Quynh,
7/12/04;
Jimmy ’98 and
Christina
Gutierrez Ford,
daughter Emily
Anne, 5/8/04; Adam
’98 and Danielle
LaFalce Loewy, son
Charles Stephen,
5/31/04.
WEDDINGS
’82 Elizabeth Anne “Beth” Barnhorst
to Peter
Garland
Hunt,
10/8/04 at
Sans Souci
Resort and
Spa, Ocho
Rios,
Jamaica.
’86 Robert Champion to Dr. Lenka
Soltes, 6/5/04 at Our Lady Star of the
Sea Catholic Church.
’90 Dr.
Lawrence Kirk
Conrad to
Renae Costa,
6/18/04 at the
Chateaux
D’Esclimont in
Paris, France.
’90 Howard Boyd “Trey” Coffie III
’92MAT to Sarah Lee, 9/5/04 in
Haeundae Beach, South Korea.
’92 Lisa Marie Feola to Jason Brooks
Lorenz,
6/19/04 on
the grounds
of Tavern
and Chapel
in the
Garden in
New
Smyrna
Beach, FL;
bridesmaid:
Dawn Carpenter Borchert; attendees:
Blanca Ruiz Berrey, Lizette Ruiz
Harris, and Maria
Martinez Kim ’93.

’94 Jennifer
Janette to
Julio
Gonzalez,
9/6/04 at
Knowles
Memorial
Chapel;
attendants:
Sandy Valdes
Haas ’95HH and Carla Borsoi ’92;
attendee: Jose Fernandez ’92. The
couple honeymooned in Italy.
’94 Allan B. Livesey to Brandy S.
Wince on St. John in the U.S. Virgin
Islands; best man: John Hermansen

’00 Zack Cooke to Kristina Johansen,
8/7/04 in Denmark; a reception was
held 8/21 in Hanover, PA; attendees:

John Dick ’98, Chris “Beesch”
Forrest, Zack Cooke and wife Kristina,
Nate Banchiere ’01, Tyler LeBan, Ali
Roach Banchiere, and Mike Edolo ’01.
Not pictured: Jonathan Olgeirson ’99.
’01 Andrea Siegel to Matthew E.
Glassmeyer, 5/22/04 in Cincinnati,
OH; attendees: Kacey Barrett ’04 and
Laura Subrizi ’04.
’01 Sara Litchult to Chris Spring,
9/25/04 in Seaside, FL; bridesmaid:
Angel Chappell; attendee: Bill Besher.

’94; attendees: Melanie Powell, Will
Dunn, Jay Vanderzee ’96, and John
McGuire.
’96 Hilary
Sheldon to
Nicholas Talocco,
5/29/04 in Darien,
CT; bridesmaids:
Megan Miles
Dunn and
Catherine Jennings; attendees: Amy
Eisinger Gardiner, Jennifer Finn, and
Kristy Karlovec ’97.
’99 Jessica Hall
to Sam Baerhold,
4/25/03 in Lake
Wales, FL;
Christy Climie
Gilfort was a
bridesmaid.
’99 Julie Garcia del Busto to Jason
Biggs, 10/11/03 at Knowles Memorial
Chapel; attendants: Briggs Payne ’98,
Meredith Rendell ’01, and Casey
Carroll ’00.
’00 Leah Canlas to Ryan Nash,
5/29/04 in Orlando; attendant:
Brooke Etter; attendees: Suzanne
Lawe ’98, Duquessa Sampson
Leyton ’99, Jennifer Grant
Billhimer 99, Liza Carelli-Sennett
’99, and Liz Sparacino ’02.

’02 Maruxa
Faustmann
to Dennis
Murphy,
7/31/04 in
Knowles
Memorial
Chapel;
wedding party: Charissa Smith,
Patience Peebles, Stephanie Thomas
’01, and Natalia Leal ’01.
’03 Melissa Brooker to Mike Veith
’01, 9/24/04 in Ormond Beach, FL.
IN MEMORY
’38 Emily Sands Showalter May died
November 20, 2004. A former teacher
at the
MacJannett
Schools
and Camp
in Annecy
and Paris,
France, she
received numerous awards for her
outstanding volunteer service, as a
volunteer EMT, a Red Cross instructor,
(In Memory continued on page 39)
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IN MEMORY
Orlando Sentinel

Orlando Sentinel

November 10, 2004

December 23, 2004

Education expert
Harland Bloland
selflessly supported
wife’s career

Benefactor’s legacy lives in music, art

By Tammie Wersinger, Sentinel staff writer
When former Rollins College President Rita Bornstein wanted to
reflect on her husband’s life, she knew where she had to go.
Harland’s Haven—a gazebo Bornstein donated to Rollins in honor
of her husband, Harland G. Bloland—is one of those serene places
where thoughts and feelings can flow.
When she presented the gazebo in 2001, it was her hope that
students would use the small structure on the shore of Lake Virginia
as a place for peaceful reflection or quiet study.
“It was my way of showing how grateful I was to him for his steady
support of me, of the presidency and of the college,” said Bornstein,
who retired in July. Now, the gift she gave to others has become her
solace in a time of great loss.
Bloland, who spent much of his career teaching others how to be
effective college administrators and used his theories to help his wife,
died Sunday, November 7 of pulmonary fibrosis. He was 76.
Bloland’s support of his wife’s career was put to the test in 1990,
when she was elected the 13th president of Rollins.
A recognized authority on higher-education theory and a professor
of higher education at the University of Miami, Bloland decided to
commute between Winter Park and Coral Gables.
He caught a plane out of Orlando early Tuesday mornings, taught
midweek classes, then returned to his Winter Park home Thursday
nights.
In 1991, Bloland was selected professor emeritus and began
devoting more time to his research.
During the past 13 years, he served as principal investigator for the
creation of a national organization on higher-education accreditation
and wrote one book, five encyclopedia entries, a book chapter, a series
of book reviews and eight major articles for peer-review journals.
There was so much more to Bloland than scholar and devoted
husband, Bornstein said. He was a wonderful father, outdoor
enthusiast, an accomplished athlete, a rabid University of Miami
Hurricanes fan and a really funny man.
Bloland grew up in Wisconsin, where he lettered in four high
school sports and received his undergraduate degree from the
University of Wisconsin. He earned a master’s degree from the
University of Connecticut and a Ph.D. from the University of
California at Berkeley.
At Rollins College’s commencement in May 2004, Bloland was
awarded an honorary doctorate of humane letters, in recognition of
his “untiring devotion and loyalty to Rollins College and good humor
throughout.”
“He was warm, incredibly intelligent and had a wonderful sense of
humor,” said Lorrie Kyle, a friend and Bornstein’s executive assistant at
Rollins. “He was the kind of person you wanted to sit next to at dinner.”
Bloland also is survived by sons Per Bloland of Palo Alto, Calif.,
and Mark Bornstein of San Francisco, Calif.; a daughter, Rachel
Setear of Charlottesville, Va.; and two grandchildren.
Reprinted by permission of the Orlando Sentinel.
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By Roger Moore, Sentinel Staff Writer
The arts in Central Florida lost a giant on Tuesday. John M. Tiedtke, local
businessman, philanthropist and tireless patron of the arts, died at 97.
The name may not be a familiar one. It isn’t attached to buildings around town.
“He always said that sort of thing embarrassed him,” said longtime friend
and colleague John Sinclair.
But if you’ve ever heard great music at The Bach Festival, seen the latest
film from France at the Enzian, attended an arts event at Rollins College or
looked in on the collections and special exhibitions at the Orlando Museum
of Art, your life was touched by John Tiedtke.
His death from heart failure came less than a month after the death of
Sylvia, his wife of 55 years.
“Without him, there would be no arts in Central Florida,” said Joseph
Nassif, executive director of The Bach Festival and former chair of the
theater department at Rollins.
“You could put a picture of him next to the word ‘philanthropy’ in the
dictionary,” said Margot Knight, president of United Arts of Central Florida,
another beneficiary of Tiedtke’s largesse.
“He gave and gave and with no expectation of return, aside from what that
money brought to the community.”
“I just know that it’s an awful lot of fun to be involved in something when it
turns out good,” Tiedtke told the Sentinel in a 1998 interview.
An awful lot of good came out of that attitude.
Tiedtke was born Sept. 15, 1907, in Toledo, Ohio, into a wealthy family —
they owned a supermarket and department store in Toledo.
He created even more wealth by investing in sugar, citrus and corn farms
on land near Lake Okeechobee. Land companies, development companies,
Shawnee Cattle and Atlas Sugar were among his holdings.
But it was what he did with that wealth that has had so much impact.
He spent millions bringing great music, film and art to his adopted home—
Central Florida.
“He loved great orchestras, and later in life, he didn’t like to travel,” said
Jeff Prutsman, who was a consultant to the Festival of Orchestras, another
Tiedtke arts project.
“He sometimes said he put his money into these things, starting the
Festival of Orchestras, just to be able to hear that music here, without having
to leave town.”

A growing fortune
Tiedtke came here to help look after area family investments after
graduating from Dartmouth with a master’s degree in business in 1931.
He began buying land for sugar-cane farms in the late 1930s, and in 1948
as his fortune grew, he married Sylvia Southard, the daughter of an Austrian
heiress and stepdaughter of an Austrian prince.
In 1949, Tiedtke’s career in philanthropy began in earnest with his efforts
to revive the Winter Park Symphony. It quickly evolved into The Florida
Symphony Orchestra, a Central Florida fixture for more than 40 years.
He had a long involvement with Rollins College, beginning with his
teaching photography there in the 1930s. He was a major benefactor of the
Orlando Museum of Art and of United Arts of Central Florida.
He had given United Arts, which helps fund most of the region’s arts
organizations, $100,000 a year every year since its founding in 1988.
In 1985, Tiedtke helped his daughter Tina found the Enzian Theater, an art
cinema in Maitland that shows documentary, foreign and American
independent films.

a Girl Scout Leader, and hospice volunteer.
She is survived by four daughters.
’42 A. Chapman “Chappy” Lawton
died September 20, 2004.

“Without him, there would be
no arts in Central Florida.”
—Joe Nassif, Director of the Bach Festival

The family is still heavily involved in the nonprofit
theater, with daughter-in-law Sigrid as Enzian
president and Tiedtke’s only other child, his son Philip,
on the board of directors.
The Enzian—named for a flower from Sylvia’s
native Austria—is home to a number of area film
festivals, including the popular Florida Film Festival
each spring.
But Tiedtke’s great love, his first love, was music.
“The genius in life is to know what you love and
pursue it,” said his son, Philip Tiedtke. “My father
loved music.”
“He was a believer in the power of classical music,”
said Knight. “He believed that it was important to a
civilized society.”
Tiedtke grew up in a house with classical music in
it. His family had a player-organ “and he always
spoke of hearing this organ playing great music, that
he got his love of that music from his father,” said
Prutsman.
“He never lectured me,” Tiedtke once said. “I just
grew up listening to good music. That’s probably what
did it.”
Tiedtke took over The Bach Festival in 1950, when
its founder and main benefactor died.
“The Bach Festival choir was his choir,” said
Sinclair, music director for The Bach Festival, and the
John M. Tiedtke endowed chairman of the music
department at Rollins College.
“He and I disagreed on music, all the time. He
loved Wagner. But he loved the Verdi ‘Requiem,’ and I
made sure we did that every three or four years, at
the Festival, just for him.”
In 1973, he was among the first Floridians
recognized with a Governor’s Award for the Arts.

Rollins gave him an honorary doctorate in 1975.
More recently, United Arts of Central Florida named
its biggest award honoring philanthropy for Tiedtke.
For all his wealth and influence over the arts,
friends and colleagues remember Tiedtke as an
unassuming man, someone who would pitch in and
do the mundane things to make sure an event went
smoothly.
“I can picture him now, fishing around for the light
switches in the Annie Russell Theatre [at Rollins],
after driving [pianist] Emanuel Ax there for a
rehearsal,” said Nassif.

‘Just John helping out’
“He’d sit through the rehearsal, and take them
where they needed to go next. No pretense. Just
John helping out.”
Though he was active up to the end, in recent
years Tiedtke’s health had begun to fail.
He was hospitalized briefly after his wife’s death on
Dec. 5, but was at home when he died.
The Tiedtkes’ influence on their hometown will live
on. Despite his lifelong aversion to such attention,
John Tiedtke’s name will be in brick and mortar at
Rollins College.
The new 400-seat recital hall in the expanding
music building will be named for him. Sinclair said it’s
the most fitting tribute for a man who loved great
music in a great hall.
“You couldn’t ask for a better mentor, or friend,”
Sinclair said.
“Boy, I miss him already.”

’42 Patricia
Pritchard Finley
died November
26, 2004. While
at Rollins, she
performed in
many theater
productions, was
a member of
Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority, and served as gossip
columnist for the Sandspur. A member of
Actors Equity, she performed in
professional summer stock in
Connecticut. She is survived by two sons.
’49 Willard “Dub” Palmer, a former high
school football coach and top-winning
coach in Florida, died November 18,
2004. The seventh-most-winning coach in
the state, he won five state championships,
had no losing seasons, and twice was a
runner-up in the statewide playoffs. An
Army veteran of World War II, he also
coached track, baseball, and golf.
’52 Wayne Morgan Pontious died
October 23, 2004. He served as an
orthopedic medic in the U.S. Army in
Japan and later worked in heavy steel
construction in Illinois for 22 years as
president of Kenwood Construction
Company. He also enjoyed raising and
training horses. He is survived by two sons
and a daughter.
’58 Janet Leech Brett died August
27, 2004.
’59 Robert “Bob” Zumft died October
14, 2004. At Rollins, he was president of
KA and competed with the crew and
tennis teams. The founder of North Shore
Enterprises and Old Man’s Boatyard, Bob
turned his passion for the sea into a
lifetime career of maritime businesses. He
is survived by his wife, Arlene, and
daughters Gwyneth Zumft Fournie ’80
and Christi Knight.

Reprinted by permission of the Orlando Sentinel.
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STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED:

Revised System
of Rules adopted
by unanimous vote
of the Faculty,
October, 1901

1. To attend a morning church service every
Sunday, and not to leave before the close
of the service

6. To remain in Winter Park throughout Saturday
7. To abstain from driving, riding, or boating, and
from visiting the Railway station on Sundays

2. To attend Chapel prayers every school day
3. To attend each exercise of every class in
which they are registered and the regular
work in the gymnasium
4. To remain in their rooms, or in the study hall
(if so assigned) during school and study hours
5. To be and to remain in their rooms after 10 p.m.

8. To abstain from the use of tobacco and card
playing on the campus, and from smoking on
a public sidewalk
9. To abstain from defacing the College buildings,
furniture, or other property
10. To be subject to the authority and obey the
special rules of their respective proctors

THE CHALLENGE
Celebrating the longstanding commitment of Thomas P. Johnson ’34 and James M. Johnson ’66 to their
alma mater, The Johnson Family Foundation has issued an exciting challenge to each and every Rollins
graduate in an effort to increase the percentage of alumni participation in The Rollins Fund.

GOALS OF THE CHALLENGE
The Johnson Family’s challenge is to increase alumni giving to a 30% participation rate, while raising
$2.15 million for The Rollins Fund. If we succeed, the Foundation will contribute an additional
$50,000 to our annual fund program in honor of their family’s steadfast commitment to the College.

IMPORTANCE OF ALUMNI PARTICIPATION
Alumni participation is a key indicator of alumni satisfaction for college rankings and and enables
the College to garner greater support from corporations and foundations.

ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE!
Remember, if we succeed, the Foundation will contribute an additional $50,000 to our annual
fund program.

Remember–Every Gift Counts!
To make your Rollins Fund Gift today, use the enclosed
envelope, visit us on the Web, or call 407-646-2568.

Two ways to give:

✉

By mail:
Send your check (payable to The
Rollins Fund) through the mail in the
pre-paid envelope.

Online:
Making your gift online is fast and
easy. Just go to www.rollins.edu and
click on “Giving to Rollins.”
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